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Berlin, Oct. 25, 1854.— The state of 
our church is improved. Meetings are 
better attended, inquirers increase, and 
several have been baptized, while others 
earnestly long for the ordinance. Cases 
of discipline have become rare, and a 
spirit of love and’ joy seems shed over 
all. 

On the 22nd inst., our Young Men's 
Association celebrated the third anni- 
versary of their re-organization, which 
was a very pleasing occasion. Shortly 
before that re-organization, there were 
only four younger brethren in the 
church; now there were twenty-five, 
and there had been already more than 
thirty; and their associating had pro- 
moted both their spiritual welfare and 
their happiness. I addressed the Asso- 
ciation on the importance of adopting a 
high standard of faith and Christian 
activity. 

Tour to out-stations. 

On the 22nd July, I undertook a 
journey to our remote stations in the 
valley of the Oder. At Frankfort I 
was very joyfully received and lodged 
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in the hospitable house of br. P——, 
the first here baptized. He is a file 
cutter, — a man of some property. He 
always takes care of the travelling 
brethren, and bears the welfare of God’s 
house deeply in his heart. He has also 
very fully imbibed our principles, and 
is very active in the work of the Lord. 
Notwithstanding the oppressive heat, I 
preached twice on the following Sab- 
bath, attended a prayer meeting, and 
visited out of town a backslider, whom 
the Lord by serious disease had brought 
to a stand and to longing after his house. 
During the excessive heat, the meetings 
are thinly attended. Ours did not ex- 
ceed eighteen ; but in larger churches 
are frequently not to be seen even as 
many, though Frankfort has at least 
25,000 inhabitants. Still much good 
might be done here, as many doors are 
open. 

On Monday, the 24th, I went to Man- 
schnow ; found the people engaged in 
harvest, and could only see them late in 
the evening in their houses. Early the 
following morning, I travelled on foot to 
Ciistrin, and was received in a friendly 
manner. Spent the day in visiting sev- 
eral of our members, and late in the 
evening held a meeting. Notwithstand- 
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ing the great exhaustion of the people, 
it was very largely attended, and great 
interest was manifested. The next day, 
I went down the river to Ziickerick. 
On the opposite side of the Oder, at 
Wrietzen, a new sphere of usefulness is 
opening. I addressed a large assembly 
in the house of br. Giese, in whose fam- 
ily several have decided to be baptized. 
At Tornow, a church meeting was held, 
and long standing difficulties were set- 
tled, and good resulted from the meet- 


Tours like the above are made quar- 
terly by br. Bues or myself, and they 
prove beneficial in invigorating the 
scattered disciples. 


Mr. Lehmann proceeds to state that he 
spent the month of August in Berlin in his 
customary ministerial duties. In September, 
occurred the Triennial Conference at Ham- 
burg, of which a full account was published 
in the Magazine, Dec. 1854, p. 468. On the 
Saturday following, Sept. 16, was held the 
annual meeting of the Prussian Association. 
As all more general matters had been dis- 
cussed in the larger Conference, only topics 
of local interest were here treated, 


The days succeeding the Conference. 


Most interesting was the following 
Sabbath, —a glorious day in the history 
of our churches. In the most crowded 
chapel, br. Ringsdorff preached a ser- 
mon which deeply moved all present. 
In the afternoon, br. Ribbeck preached 
very powerfully. The crowd was still 
greater. Br. Oncken afterwards bap- 
tized eight converts, and the Lord's 
supper was administered to a larger 
number than ever before. I found 
place only in the pulpit with br. Rib- 
beck. It was a glorious scene indeed. 

Monday, Sept. 18, was spent in con- 
sulting on the chapels, examining plans, 
deciding on the priority, &. I need 
not say how grateful we all felt for so 
large a gift, to ourdear American breth- 
ren. In the afternoon, a love feast on a 
large scale was celebrated, which 
crowned all the blessings enjoyed so 
richly in these days. Pure Christian 
love in the fullest measure seemed to 


pervade all hearts. 
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Another day was spent in settling 
aright the multifarious matters of interest. 
In the afternoon and evening, a special 
meeting of all the missionaries was held, 
which was an occasion of great interest. 
At the close, we had the unspeakable 
joy of embracing our dear br. Bolz- 
mann, who had just arrived from Biicke- 
burg, where he had suffered twenty- 
two weeks in prison for the Saviour’s 
sake. 


Mr. Lehmann in company with Mr. Kébner, 
who together had been appointed delegates to 
the Kirchentag, held at Frankfort on the 
Maine, then proceeded to meet this appoint- 
ment. An account of this assembly is con- 
tained in the Magazine for January, 1855, 
p- 25. 


The church and chapel at Barmen. 


After the Kirchentag and some com- 
munion with the disciples at Frankfort 
and Offenbach, I passed down the 
Rhine, from Mayence to Cologne. Br. 
Kobner left me at Boppard, having 
received an invitation to visit several 
clergymen who are friendly to us, and 
at his request, I went to spend a Sabbath 
with his church in Barmen, where I was 
most cordially received. Twice on the 
Lord’s day I preached in their booth, 
erected temporarily, and found it very 
convenient, and adapted to serve even 
for the winter, which will be necessary. 

On Monday following, I was urged to 
stay and hold the missionary meeting. 
It was numerously attended, and I went 
through the principal features of our 
Baptist missions, which created great 
interest. The church here will take a 
very prominent stand in the valley of 
the Wiipper, long famous as a seat of 
piety, and a stronghold of the kingdom 
of God. The clergy here made great 
efforts to prevent the erection of a Bap- 
tist chapel; but it was ultimately con- 
firmed by our King, with whom br. 
Ribbeck had a very interesting audience. 
By these proceedings, and the ultimate 
victory of the Baptists, their doctrine 
and confession have become the more 
prominent. 
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Chapel at Grand Schotteln. 


I left Barmen on Tuesday, Oct. 10, ac- 
companied by br. Lange. After some 
hours, we met br. Ringsdorff at Wetter, 
near Vollmarstein, whither he led us 
with great love ; or rather, to Grand 
Schotteln, at some distance, where a br. 
Funke had received him into his house. 
This br. was building for him a dwelling 
and a chapel, of which the walls are 
already completed, of stone and in a 
very noble style, bearing the inscription 
in stone —“ One Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptism.” My reception in the house of 
br. Ringsdorff was most cordial, and 
blessed hours of sweet communion 
passed. We beheld the most beautiful 
country and hills, especially that on 
which the manse is standing, which br. 
R. left when he became a Baptist, and 
which certainly had an exceedingly fine 
situation. In the evening, a special 


meeting was arranged in Vollmarstein 


in a large room, where the crowd was 
more dense than I ever witnessed before. 
The Lord gave me grace to preach the 
word with liberty and fervor, and never 
was I listened to with greater attention. 
Most fervent love was thus shown to me, 
and we returned in the beautiful moon- 
light, through valleys and forests, and 
over hills to Grand Schotteln. 


Romantic baptistery —Joyful scenes 
—Christian union. 


The next day a prayer meeting was 
held accidentally in a very lovely place 
in a hut inthe forest. It was obvious 
by what means so glorious results have 
been obtained, and that the spirit of 
grace and of supplication is indeed 
poured out. The result is a rich in- 
gathering of souls won for Christ, so 
that the church here is already larger 
than that in Barmen. To day, br. 
Funke went again with nine new con- 
verts to Hagen, where the Court is to 
witness their declaration of joining the 
Baptists, prescribed by law. I was led 
also to the baptistery arranged by br. F. 
on his estate. Ina beautiful and narrow 
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valley, surrounded by oaks and thick 
foliage, a brook running from the hills 
has been arrested and deepened. I was 
told of the highly interesting baptisms 
administered here by brn. Rauschenbush 
and Kébner, when sometimes the crowd 
thronged under the oaks and shrubbery, 
and even the burgomaster and other 
officials in deepest solemnity attended 
the rite. On the whole, there is a very 
great movement here, though great hos- 
tility also is manifested. 

In the afternoon, the interest was 
still heightened. Br. Kobner arrived 
from Barmen, in haste to find me still 
there for some important consultations. 
Our joy was great. But another joy 
awaited us. Br. Rauschenbush arrived 
later, and we went to join him at the 
railway station. The mutual affection 
manifested was great. We spent several 
hours in Christian communion, and in 
consultation on the most important mat- 
ters relative to the work of God assigned 
to us. The meeting was the more 
solemn, as br. R. with his wife were now 
leaving for America. A large number 
of brethren and sisters spent the eve- 
ning with us in fervent prayer. At 
nine I departed, having taken a most 
cordial leave of all. I was accompanied 
by a large number of friends, who in- 
creased continually as, in the moonlight, 
one party after another issued from the 
shrubbery and the forest, as we passed 
along. At Wetter several of our favor- 
ite hymns swelled harmoniously, where 
people at a distance listened very atten- 
tively, and seemed astonished at such 
cordial union of men and women, so 
unequal in appearance and yet so united 
in spirit. Suddenly the train appeared, 
and I was separated from my friends, 
but thankful on the following day to 
find all in peace and comfort at Berlin. 

I wish, on the part of the church in 
Berlin, particularly to thank our dear 
American brethren for their rich boon 
for the erection of chapels. We are 
earnestly preparing to commence next 
year at this place, and hope to complete 
the enterprise with good su 
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LETTERS OF MESSRS. ONCKEN AND LEHMANN, 


A resolution was passed by the Conference 
of German Baptist churches at Hamburg, 
September 1854, empowering the executive 
brethren of the German Union to take fur- 
ther steps for the attainment of a concession 
on the part of the Prussian government. 
Full accounts of the interview of the Com- 
mittee with the King of Prussia have been 
received. The following account is partly 
from the letter of Mr. Oncken and partly 
from that of Mr. Lehmann. 


Interview with the King of Prussia. 


In consequence of the resolution 
passed by the Triennial Conference at 
Hamburg, the brethren J. G. Oncken, 
C. Schauffler, G. W. Lehmann, J. Kob- 
ner and J. Braun assembled at Berlin 
for consultation, Jan. 3,1855. Agree- 
ably to a previous arrangement, they 
decided to seek an interview with his 
Majesty, the King of Prussia. For this 
purpose a memorial and petition were 
prepared, and, provided with these docu- 
ments, the brn. Oncken, Schauffler and 
Lehmann proceeded, Jan. 6, to Potsdam. 

We first called on the court-preacher, 
Rev. Dr. Krummacher, who received us 
in a very friendly manner, and encour- 
aged us to apply forthwith to the court- 
marshall, Count Keller, who would not 
fail at once to announce us to the King. 
We followed this advice; but, though 
kindly received, we found to our regret 
that we had arrived too late to secure 
an audience to-day. We left our doc- 
uments with Count Keller, who noted 
down br. Lehmann’s address, and prom- 
ised to inform us in Berlin when an 
interview could take place. 

After having waited in vain till Jan. 
10, for the anticipated information, we 
decided to go to-day to Potsdam, where 
we at once proceeded to the royal 
palace. Here we were again courteous- 
ly received by the court-marshall, who 
told us that the King had hitherto been 
prevented from seeing us, owing to the 
indisposition of the privy-counsellor, 
Mr. Niebuhr, with whom,—as the 
latter is familiar with our affairs, — the 
King wishes previously to have some 
conversation. Count Keller now of- 
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fered to apprize his Majesty of our 
presence at Potsdam, as a favorable 
moment for our admission to the royal 
presence might occur. Soon he re- 
turned, announcing, “ His Majesty will 
see the gentlemen.” 

We were then conducted to the royal 
ante-chamber, where an inspection of 
the fine paintings with which it is 
adorned shortened the time of waiting. 
We had been told the King would 
receive us here. But as he passed 
through the corridor, we heard him giv- 
ing other orders, and in a few moments 
we were ushered into the room which 
the King had entered, and which, from 
its appearance, we judged to be his 
council-chamber. Scarcely had we 
entered, when his Majesty in a friendly 
voice said, “ Come nearer, gentlemen ;” 
and when we had done so, continued, 

“ What is your actual wish? I have 
not been able to read your paper.” 
(The King held our memorial in his 
hands.) 

Br. Lehmann spoke first as follows : 

“The gracious assurances given by 
your Majesty to the American Ambas- 
sador, Hon Mr. Barnard, have been 
communicated to us, and have filled us 
with hope and joy. We now cherish 
the deep-felt wish that our churches 
actually receive the graciously promised 
concession. The scruples raised against 
such a concession, on account of the 
absence of a fixed organization, with a 
representative corporation, are now 
fully removed. The corporation bears 
the name, — “ Executive Brethren of 
the United Baptist Churches in Ger- 
many, Denmark, Sweden and Switzer- 
land;”* and on their behalf we now 
present our humble petition to your 
Majesty. The painful and uncertain 
position of our churches in the Prussian 
state occasions many grievances. We 
have repeatedly been under the neces- 
sity of troubling your Majesty with 
petitions on account of judicial senten- 
ces, penalties, &e. Some of these 


“* See Magazine, July 1853, pp. 282, 239, July 
1854, p. 315, Ep 
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petitions were granted by your Majesty ; 
others, doubtless, could not be granted. 
The grievances to which we are subject- 
ed are a necessary consequence of our 
undefined position in the state, as we 
are thereby exposed to every incidental 
disfavor, while ‘quite the reverse would 
result from a positive acknowledgment 
of our churches on the part of your 
Majesty.” 

The King replied, “IT am amazed to 
find this has not yet taken place. I 
thought the matter had been attended 
to long since. Religious persecution is 
entirely opposed to my convictions ; 
and, independently of my own convic- 
tion, I deem it unwise. It is also quite 
opposed to the former procedure of 
Prussia.” 

Mr. Lehmann again spoke, and re- 
marked, “Also in regard to Bible-col- 
portage, a concession is highly desirable. 
The Bible Societies in Prussia, possess- 
ing a legal acknowledgment, are so far 
favored that they may freely send out 
colporteurs, which we cannot do.” 

“Yes,” answered the King; “ but | 
this has its ground in the fact that no 
hawking of books is permitted.” 

Br. Lehmann remarked that his 
Majesty’s minister, Von der Heidt, had 
issued a rescript, permitting the colpor- 
tage of Bibles and religious books under 
certain conditions and guaranties.” 

“ But,” interposed the King, “ is not 
aspecial permission, or something of 
the kind, necessary ?” 

“ Certainly, your Majesty; but this 
is willingly granted to the acknowl- 
edged societies, while it is withheld, a 
few cases excepted, from us.” 

Mr. Lehmann mentioned also that we 
had frequently encroached on his Maj- 
esty’s clemency, and had in various 
cases obtained thus a remission of those 
fines which were enacted by courts and 
offices ; but that the state of things had 
remained unaltered, and that our col- 
porteurs were still in a very difficult 
position. “ Besides,” continued Mr. 
Lehmann, “another point which ren- 
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that we have chapels and meeting 
houses, for which the churches have no 
guaranty that they will retain possession 
of them. In this respect, the greatest 
uncertainty exists.” 

“How many chapels have you in 
Prussia ?” asked the King. 

“ Three or four, your Majesty.” * 

* Not more ?” said the King. ¢ 

The erection of several others is in 
contemplation.” 

“What is your relation to the Men- 
nonites ?” asked the King. “Can you 
not unite with them, and thereby remove 
all difficulties ? We have in the Evan- 
gelical Church various parties, yet all 
are united in one. Can you not join 
the Mennonites ? ” 

“Your Majesty,” said br. Lehmann, 
“everything has been done on our part 
to promote a hearty fraternal intercourse 
between the Mennonites and us; but 
they refuse to respond to such over- 
tures.” ¢ 

“And wherein does the difference 
between you and the Mennonites con- 
sist ?” asked the King. 

Br. Oneken replied, “ Your Majesty, 
the Mennonites baptize all their chil- 
dren indiscriminately at the age of 14 
to 16. They receive their whole nat- 
ural progeny into their communion. 
We act on the principle of receiving 
only those who have experienced the 
truth in their hearts, who have attained 
to faith in Christ, and who have given 
public testimony of this in the church. 
And, in the administration of baptism, 
there is this difference, that we baptize 
by immersion.” 

“ How do the Mennonites baptize ?” 
asked the King. 

“ By pouring or sprinkling.” 

“ There is another circumstance, ” br. 
Lehmann remarked, “ which commends 
the Baptists to the favor of the state 


* We did not remember, at the time, that six 
or seven chapels already exist. 

+ The King, in saying, “Not more ?” 
probably thought of churches (Gemeinden, 
bodies of believers.) 

} Particularly in East Prussia. 
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more than the Mennonites. The latter, 
as is well known, neither take oaths, 
nor perform military service, both of 
which our confession of faith authorizes 
us to do.” 

“That is new to me,” replied the 
King. “I am glad to hear that.” 

Br. Lehmann added, “ My own son 
has the honor of serving in your Majes- 
ty’s army.” 

“Indeed! in what kind of arms?” 
asked the King. 

“ With the guard-master’s battalion, 
Sire.” 

Ah! 
King. 

“ Yes, Sire,” I replied: “but indeed 
I wish that my son could enjoy the 
favor lately bestowed upon students of 
divinity in the Evangelical church — to 
be freed from military service.” * 

“ Well, in this matter Ido not agree 
with you,” said the King. “The Cath- 
olics have enjoyed this liberty, but I 
believe it to be a very good thing that 
youth (young men) learn obedience, for 
which the military state is a very excel- 
lent school. It arises, perhaps, from 
my whole education that I think so. 
But our generation needs, above all, 
discipline. |The rod has disappeared in 
our families, and parents would educate 
their children only by love; but those, 
in return, would abuse them for that. 
I believe it is a very good thing, that 
theologians should serve also in the 
army.” 

“ Discipline, indeed, isa very good 
thing,” I replied, “ but if unfortunately, 
war should break out, it would certainly 
be dreadful, if one who has devoted 
himself to the service of the Lord, 
should bear arms for an unknown num- 
ber of years in bloody strife.” 

Then the King asked, with kind inter- 
est, about my native place and pastoral 
relations. When the King referred 


then in Berlin?” said the 


again to our petition in his hand, I took |_ 


occasion to observe further, that desira- 
ble as it was that our brethren in Prus- 


*.Such a law has now been enacted. 
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sia should obtain a legal concession to 
worship, it was much more desirable for 
the Baptist churches beyond the limits 
of Prussia. “ Our position in Prussia is 
a trying one; yet in comparison with 
that of our brethren in other countries 
itis enviable. In the latter, they are 
fined, their goods are confiscated, and 
frequently are taken from them even 
the necessaries of life.” 

“ Where is that ?” asked the King. 

“In Denmark—rather Schleswig and 
Holstein, — Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
Biickeburg, Hesse, &c.” 

“Well,” said the King, shrugging, 
“ there I have no power.” 

I replied, “ But the sublime example 
of your royal Majesty would everywhere 
exercise a mighty influence. I have 
had occasion, in connection with emi- 
nent servants of Christ to speak to 
statesmen out of Prussia in behalf of 
our persecuted brethren. And I have 
always been asked, what were the pro- 
ceedings of the Prussian government in 
this respect ; and we should have suc- 
ceeded better in securing religious lib- 
erty for our brethren, if we could have 
spoken of our own situation with more 
assurance.” 

To this the King made no reply. 

“T take the liberty,” said br. Leh- 
mann, “to present to your Majesty a 
pamphlet, containing authentic accounts 
of such persecutions.” * 

The King received the pamphlet with 
afriendly movement, and turning over 
some pages, said, “Yes, it is quite 
against my principles to persecute for 
conscience’ sake, and it grieves me in 
the inner soul, when it is done.” 

“ The recognition of our churches by 
your Majesty would doubtless bring 
the termination of much persecution 
beyond Prussia.” 

The King: “ You may depend upon 
it, nothing shall be wanting to effect 


* Results of an Investigation into cases of 
Protestant persecution on the Continent. By 
Rev. T. R. Brooke, B. A. and Rey. E. Steane 
D. D. 
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this. Your brethren in the faith stand 
high in my estimation.” 

Then, addressing Mr. Oncken, he 
said, “ You are Mr. Oncken ?” 

Mr. O, with deep reverence, said, 
“ Yes, Sire.” 

The King, “I rejoice to see you. 
Where were you born ?” 

Mr. O., “ At Varel, near the bay of 
the Jahde,” (where the new royal set- 
tlement and harbor of the Prussian 
fleet is begun.) 

The King then put several questions 
to Mr. O. in reference to that place. 
Mr. O. then said that for several years 
he had been in Hamburg, and pastor of 
the Baptist church there: and then 
presented Mr. Schauffler, as his col- 
league. 

The King then asked Mr. Schauffler, 
“ Of what country are you?” 

“ Of Wiirtemburg, Sire,” he replied. 

“Indeed! do you know Hoffman ?” * 

“Yes, Sire, but I have been away 
from home ten years, in Hamburg.” 

The King then said, “ He (Mr. Hoff- 
man) is one of the most distinguished 
men I know.” 

To this we all cordially agreed. 

Then the King in general terms 
expressed his intention to further steps 
in our matter. But when we were 
about to withdraw, Mr. Oncken said, — 

“ May your Majesty please to accept 
my most profound thanks for the Cab- 
inet order of July 20, 1852, by which I 
was permitted, soon after my banishment 
from Berlin, to return thither in aid of 
my friend, Mr. Lehmann, who was then 
ill.” 

The King said, “ And I must tell you 
that this was not my first order of the 
kind. In 184-, ¢ I issued a similar 
one, which must have perished in the 
commotions of 1848. I confess, the 


* General Superintendent in Berlin. 
t The brethren do not remember the 
exact date, specified by the king. 
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measures adopted against you grieved 
me deeply.” 

“T venture also to make known to 
your Majesty that the gracious assur- 
ances given to the Hon. Mr. Barnard, 
have been an occasion of joy and grati- 
tude to thousands of our churches in 
America.” 

“Yes, I repeat my regret at the 
course hitherto pursued. I was first 
informed of these things by my ambas- 
sador, Chevalier Bunsen, in London, 
and of the amazement and indignation 
they called forth in England. I am an- 
noyed at proceedings so foreign to my 
conviction. I care not what judgment 
is passed upon my opinions; but I do not 
like to be considered accountable for 
that which is entirely opposed by my 
principles.” 

“ Well, I have your paper and shall 
attend to it. I am astonished that 
nothing further has been done in this 
matter; but I shall now make it my 
own care.” 

With such and similar gracious ex- 
pressions, we were then dismissed from 
the royal presence. 

Mr. Lehmann adds, Thus the Lord 
has very graciously heard our prayers, 
and helped us to see the King’s face, and 
to do so much for the cause of our dear 
brethren. We were all surprised and 
delighted by the extreme kindness 
of the King, and the candor and sim- 
plicity of all his expressions and 
demeanor. And, we are fully con- 
vinced that whatever oppression is 
exercised in Prussia,—even in the 
name of the law, — the King himself is 
not the cause of it. 

We immediately afterwards saw Mr. 
Niebuhr, and subsequently waited also 
on Mr. Illaire, the King’s cabinet- 
counsellor, and the Rev. Dr. Hoffman, 
in Berlin, and we must now wait for 
what farther will b» done in the matter. 
Thus far the Lord has helped us. 
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JOURNAL OF MR. DANFORTH. 


In my last, I finished my zayat at 
Sota Sil, and opened it for daily labor. 
At first there was strong opposition. I 
was prevented by various reasons from 
doing much until July. To give you 
some idea of my prospects, I will send 
you an extract from my journal. 


Encouragement and opposition. 


Gowahati, July 18, 1854.— Many in 
the zayat to-day, mostly court people, 
one a very interesting and intelligent 
young man. His conduct gives me 
much reason to hope that he will reflect 
upon what he heard. He became a sub- 
scriber to our monthly paper. In the 
evening, I went to the house of the king, 
and had a long talk with the Bor Gohai, 
or prime minister of the king. He isa 
remarkably pleasant man. 

14.— A good number in the zayat to- 
day, some from the Mofussil* — one, in 
particular, very intelligent and candid. 
Went out in the evening upon the river 
road. Meta guru, surrounded by some 
twelve or more disciples. He said he 
had no objection to my establishing a 
school upon the new ground I had 
purchased, but did not like to have me 
preaching about Christ there. It tend- 
ed to weaken the confidence of the peo- 
ple in their own religion. I told him I 
thought he did not understand the doc- 
trine of Christ ; that if he would listen 
to a clear exhibition of it, I was sure 
he would pronounce it good. I then 
preached to him for an hour, demon- 
strating to him the necessity of an atone- 
ment, the vicarious sufferings of Christ, 
and the certainty of salvation through 
him. He listened without opposing, but 
seemed at times very uneasy. At the 
close he said, if I was a pious man I 
should return that land to the seller, as 
he wanted to get it back. Of course I 
understood him. There are afew gurus 


* Most will probably understand this word; 
it is used in all English papers, and means all 
places out of the station, as the villages. 
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and brahmins whom my zayat in this 
place exceedingly troubles, and they 
would do anything to get me away. 
But most of the people seem to like it. 

15.—The guru with whom I con- 
versed yesterday, came into the zayat 
to-day with a company of his disciples, 
listened awhile, and when about to leave, 
said, “ If you will make a present of this 
land to the brahmins, you will get great 
merit.” Had two bitter opponents, one 
a doom (fisherman,) the other a brah- 
min. Their chief aim seemed to be to 
prevent me from talking ; for they inter- 
rupted me in every sentence. Others 
listened with candor; one man became 
a subscriber to our monthly paper. 


A candid old man. 


16.— Sabbath. Wentup to the zayat 
at four o'clock, P. M. My congregation 
varied from one to twelve, until night. 
In the evening, went out upon the river 
road and had a long talk with a compa- 
ny of respectable natives. Afterwards 
met a large company of Bengalis, court 
people, who conversed very freely, asked 
me to give them a lecture in the zayat 
upon geography, pointing out upon the 
map the different countries, which I 
agreed to do when they should have a 
leisure day. 

17.— Not many out to-day, rather a 
dull time. 

18.—A good number in to-day, 
among whom was a guru with one of his 
disciples from the Mofussil. 

T had a long talk with him, and gave 
him the four Gospels and Acts bound to- 
gether, on condition that he would read 
it to his disciples ; conversed with many 
of the court people. In the evening vis- 
ited a “nam-ghor,” where many were 
collected together, and preached to them 
about an hour. One man opposed, the 
rest listened with attention. One old 
man present, very intelligent, formerly 
high in office, listened with apparent 
surprise and profound admiration, often 
checking those who were disposed to 
interrupt, saying, I want to hear that, 
ever and anon asking some question, as 
though he was anxious that the last diffi- 
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culty should be removed. He watched 
me closely through every step of my ar- 
gument, and when I was through, gave 
a sort of expression of satisfaction, as 
much as to say, “ There it is, as clear as 
the noon-day sun, all reasonable and at 
the same time just suited to the wants of 
our nature.” I never recollect having 
such a listener before. He is a man in 
the decline of life, and Ican but hope 
he will think of these things again. 


Universality of sin—The right kind of 
school. 

One young man came in, who said he 
would hear about the Christian religion. 
Had a long talk with a very pleasant 
young man belonging to the court. He 
understands English, and has a good ap- 
pointment. He became a subscriber to 
our monthly paper. In the evening, I 
went into the village and found a compa- 
ny of mer assembled in front of a house. 
Among them was the man who opposed 
me so mucha few days ago. He was 
much more respectful, but seemed 
to take umbrage at my asserting the 
universality of sin. I told him the gos- 
pel was for sinners, and if there were 
any who were not sinners, for such I had 
no message. 

Many are asking for a school, and I 
am promised any number of boys and 
young men. I tell them if I establish a 
school, a pundit must do the teaching. I 
have no time to hear lessons from books. 
What instruction I give must be by lec- 
tures to those old enough to understand 
them, that my main business is to teach 
religion, but I shall occasionally give a 
lecture upon the sciences, if I find them 
deserving it. 

The gospel the only remedy — Heathen 
arguments. 

20.— Five in the zayat to-day. Had 
a long talk with an Ahom, who had been 
to Joganath, and many other holy places 
for salvation ; confessed that he had no 
evidence that any of his sins were for- 
given, and more than this, the future was 
all dark and uncertain. He listened to 
the gospel apparently with deep interest. 
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O, that he may take refuge in this free 
salvation. Mrs. D. visited the family of 
the highest native judge, who lives oppo- 
site the zayat. 

21.— Went to the zayat at twelve 
o'clock. No people in for a good while. 
Read an Assamese book. Had a long 
talk with three men. A chief from Sun- 
apur came in and stopped for an hour. 
He is of Koch descent and is quite old. 
“ May he find mercy of the Lord in that 
day.” He was very respectful, though 
strongly wedded to the traditions of his 
fathers. He lives some twenty miles 
from here; says his people are mostly 
Cacharis and Mikirs. 

22.— Barren time to-day. Every 
body seemed to be very busy, and passed 
without calling. Four only came in. 
They were very bigoted, and although 
much was said, I fear but little was ac- 
complished. Their arguments were 
these — whatever the shasters say must 
be true. The shasters say, “ Repeating 
the name of Ram and Krishnu three 
times will give salvation here and here- 
after.” Hence all will be well with the 
Hindoos. One brahmin, however, said, 
on leaving, that I had given hima new 
idea about reconciliation with God, which 
he would think of. 

Discouragement — Interview with a 
hopeful brahmin, 

29.— Sabbath. Preached in Assamese 
at nine, A. M., in the chapel, none but 
our own people out. At four, P. M., 
went to the zayat. Read the twenty- 
seventh chapter of Matthew to a few. 
Many passed by, to whom I spoke, and 
asked them to come in and have a little 
conversation ; but most of them replied, 
“ We know what you wish, and say, we 
do not want to hear it.” And they hur- 
ried by. Some sneered. A company 
of boys came up and engaged very rude- 
ly in play before the zayat. I ca=not 
say that they intended to annoy me, but 
it looked very much like it. There are 
many who would be glad to prevent my 
preaching, and they may have sent the 
boys for this purpose. I was telling the 
story of Christ to five or six, when a 
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brahmin came along and said to them, 
“Don’t stop there and listen to him, 
come away.” The missionary must be a 
gazing stock, thought I; what hope is 
there for this people! Gowahati is 
doomed! The people will not listen, 
nor regard the truth. I must go to some 
other place. With these reflections I 
left the zayat, the sun about an hour 
high, and went into the streets. Meta 
company of dooms (fishermen,) seven 
or eight in number. They listened for 
half an hour very attentively. Went 
from there to another part of the village. 
Preached for another half hour to as 
many more with about the same success. 
One man, however, seemed more inter- 
ested than the rest, and said he would 
call and hear more. 

It was now dark, and I started for my 
bungalow with a heavy heart, discour- 
aged, faithless and hopeless. Ihad not 
proceeded far before a brahmin joined 
me, asked me where my bungalow was, 
and said he would like to see me; that 
his sins troubled him so much that he 
could not sleep, that he had lost all con- 
fidence in the Hindoo religion; that the 
shasters were full of contradictions and 
could give no peace to the soul; that he 
had heard something of the Christian sys- 
tem, and wanted to examine it to see if 
there was not something in it which 
could bring comfort to the soul. He is a 
man of about thirty years of age, belongs 
to the court, and appears a stable, think- 
ing, intelligent man. I should regard 
him as a sincere inquirer, had I not been 
so often deceived. It will not do to be 
sure of any thing here. O, that he might 
be converted! I came home thoroughly 
rebuked for my want of confidence in 
God. If God be for us, who can be 
against us? QO, that he would “ rend the 
heavens and come down.” 


Jehovah, and the gods of the heathen. 

24.— Conversed most of the time 
while at the zayat, though not with 
more than four or five at any one time. 
One was a Booteah, who heard, he said, 
the gospel for the firsttime. He seemed 
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to comprehend the nature of the atone- 
ment much better than most of the 
Hindoos. He is a translator to the 
Commissioner, and I hope he may be 
brought to the Saviour. 

In the evening, I went out and 
preached to a company by the wayside. 
The people seemed perfectly blinded by 
their superstitions, and more ready to dis- 
cuss than to listen. As fire reduces every- 
thing to ashes, so the merely calling to 
remembrance the name of Ram would 
consume all their sins. I told them, a 
magistrate, who pardoned every kind 
of crime on receiving the praises of the 
criminal, might be admired by the 
guilty, but would be held in detestation, 
and regarded as an accomplice in crime, 
by all the virtuous and good,—and a 
god, who had no more regard for his 
kingdom than to be moved by the flat- 
tery of wicked men to pardon the 
criminal, could neither be holy, just nor 
good, but an encourager of sin; and 
hence could be admired only by the 
wicked. It was not so with the great 
God. His character for holiness and 
justice could only be vindicated by re- 
quiring the payment of the penalty for 
trangression. This made the advent 
of our Saviour necessary for the salva- 
tion of sinners; and if they could not 
see the reasonableness of this, it was 
useless for me to discourse on any other 
subject. 


Native difficulties—Request for 

prayers. 

Met a Bengali, who invited me to 
his house. He has a friend living with 
him. They both have a good knowl- 
edge of English, and talk it with ease. 
They have both also good appointments 
under government. I urged upon them 
the three following things, the necessity 
of the atonement, faith in Christ as the 
only way of access to God, and prayer. 
They asked, if Christ was the only 
Saviour, how those were saved who 
lived before his advent ? Also, if salva- 
tion was free by simple faith in Christ, 
whether this would not encourage sin 
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by making men more careless than they 
would be, if salvation was by merit ? 

Another question they asked was, 
why almost every nation had its peculiar 
religion and its own prescribed means of 
salvation, if God had designed one re- 
ligion for all? They spoke of the im- 
pressions which the holy life of one of 
our church members, Mr. Fleming, 
who died of cholera about a year ago, 
had left upon them. They said they 
were great sinners and of all men the 
most unworthy, and wished me to 
remember them in my prayers. During 
our long talk they appeared thoughtful 
and candid. 

** Mad upon their idols.”’ 

26.— Mostly very ignorant people 
in to day; hence my talk had to be of 
the most simple kind. The soil was 
barren, and I have no hopes of much 
fruit without long cultivation. The ig- 
norant, where superstition favors, or at 
least does not oppose, may be the very 
first to embrace the gospel; but when 
tradition, superstition and bigotry, like 
a strong tide, are setting in the opposite 
direction, they are the very last to stem 
it. One young man, however, who had 
often heard the truth, came in and lis- 
tened for an hour. I have much hopes 
of him. 

In the evening, went out into differ- 
ent neighborhoods. At first, fell in with 
a group of six or seven. The leading 
man spoke of the sufficiency of their 
own system; but when pressed very 
hard on the necessity of an atonement 
and the want of it in their own system, 
he said he would not abandon his own 
religion if he knew he should be 
damned. This, I think, is the honest 
sentiment of thousands. I went to 
another neighborhood, where some 
twenty were collected together. A 
man soon came and tried to get them 
away ; but instead of going, others came 
and listened until after dark. One man 
in the company I recognized, as one 
who on a former occasion had strongly 
opposed. He was quiet this time. I 
mean that they shall know that there 
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is an offer of salvation, and then if they 
reject it, they alone must bear it. 

29.— A goodly number in the zay- 
at. No opposition, and nothing worthy 
of special notice ; still I hope some good 
has been done. In the evening, had 
some conversation with some Mussul- 
mans in the street. 


Native physician. 
30.—Sabbath. Preached in Assamese 
at nine o'clock, A. M.; in English at 
eleven; and went to the zayat at five, P. 
M. Only two or three in. At six 
went into the streets. Stopped to see a 
sick man, for whom an astrologer was 
prescribing. He pretended to make 
his prescriptions from a calculation of 
the stars. This kind of physician is 
numerous. They both give medicine, 
and predict the fate of the patient. 
Sometimes their prescriptions are as 
arbitrary as was that of Elisha, the 
prophet, to Naaman, the Syrian. Still, 
it is wonderful what confidence the peo- 

ple place in these deceivers. 

Preached to a company by the way- 
side. 

31.— Several of the more respecta- 
ble of the natives in to-day. They 
listened with attention and made many 
inquiries. Spent some time in correct- 
ing an English composition for a native. 
In the evening, had conversation with a 
large company collected in front of the 
zayat; but on general topics mostly, 
not connected with religion. 

August 2.— But two or three in the 
zayat to-day. In the evening, rode out 
with brother Stoddard. 

3.— A very influential native officer, 
having charge of a division of this dis- 
trict, called, with whom I had some talk 
about the manners and customs of other 
countries. 


A deluded ascetic—Candid Mussulman. 

At five, P. M., went with br. Stod- 
dard to the King’s house by previous 
appointment. Many present, with 
whom we had much conversation upon 
various subjects. The King did not 
come out. Went to see a bhokot (ascet- 
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ic), found him counting his beads. He 
counts some days two lakhs (200,000). 
Day after day he continues counting, 
until he reaches one hundred kutis 
(10,000,000,000), and then commences 
again. It takes about forty years to 
countakuti. This man has counted 
one and commenced the second, and 
intends to keep counting until he dies, 
when he will certainly get salvation. 
Poor deluded wretch! May the Lord 
have mercy on him. 

6.— Sabbath. Preached in Assamese 
at nine o'clock, A. M., and went to the 
zayat at four, P. M.; about twenty 
were present; all listened very atten- 
tively. One, a Mussulman, seemed 
uncommonly candid. One man, after 
listening long and finding my reasoning 
irresistible, fell back upon the usual 
refuge, viz.: If I become a Christian, 
how shall I obtain a livelihood ? I told 
him that he made great pretensions of 
his devotion to God, and believed him 
the possessor of all things, and yet was 
unwilling to trust him. I asked him if 
he thought God would have less regard 
for him if a disciple, than he had in his 
state of rebellion? God as an enemy, 
he could trust ; but God as a reconciled 
Father, he was afraid would leave him 
to starve. In the evening, had com- 
munion service. My heart was cold. 
O, my unfaithful life and my unfaithful 
heart! “Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly 
Dove.” 

Encouraging interview. 

7.—Many in the zayat to-day. Read 
the tenth chapter of Romans, and spent 
much time in showing the distinction 
between the righteousness of Christ and 
that of the heathen. Also, what it was 
to have a present Saviour in the heart. 
Many listened with deep attention. 
One young man, in particular, staid an 
hour and a half. He said he heard me 
preach the day before, and was anxious 
to know more about this religion. In 
the evening, started to go to the bazaar 
to preach ; but met two men coming to 
see me. One was a very intelligent old 
man, whom I saw on Saturday at the 
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king’s house. He staid a long time, and 
during our whole talk he never once * 
alluded to Hindooism, a very remarka- 
ble thing for a native, but gave his 
whole attention to listening to the expo- 
sition of the gospel. I do not know 
that I have ever conversed with a native 
having a quicker perception and a 
clearer understanding. 


An advocate for Christianity — Distant 
visitors. 

8.— A very good time to-day in the 
zayat. At first, I was much disturbed 
by the ridicule of the son of the princi- 
pal Sudder Ameen (first native judge), 
a foolish reviler. After he left, the old 
man of yesterday, who was present, 
listened for perhaps two hours. While 
talking, some one remarked that the 
IIindoo and Christian religions were 
one and the same thing; both believe in 
one eternal God. The old man immedi- 
ately replied, “ How can that be ? Can't 
you see that Christianity has no fellow- 
ship whatever with Hindooism?” The 
old man’s case appears encouraging, 
particularly from the fact that he seems 
to lay open his whole mind to the con- 
viction of the truth. He lives near 
Mungledye, and says if I will go to his 
village, he will bring scores to hear me 
preach. O Lord, convert him, and 
make him a flaming herald to his country- 
men. During prayer, he seemed very 
thoughtful. The station is full of people 
from all parts of the district; and, asa 
general thing, they are the better and 
more intelligent class of the Assamese. 
Not a day passes that opportunity is not 
offered for preaching the gospel to those 
from far distant villages. 

9.—Br. Stoddard leaves the 
steamer for Sibsagor to-morrow morn- 
ing, with health somewhat improved. 
I have hopes that he will be able to 
remain in the country. ‘The pressure of 
other duties prevented my going to the 
zayat. 

Serious hearers. 

10.—A goodly number in the zayat 

to-day, and what was better still, they 
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stayed and listened a long time. The 
great trouble in this country is to 
get the people to listen long enough at 
any one time to make a permanent im- 
pression. A company of dooms, six or 
eight in number, were present, and lis- 
tened, I should think, more than an 
hour. It was a company to whom I had 
preached at their “ nam-ghor,” more 
than a week ago: and they spoke of 
my discourse at that time. The interest 
and solemnity which seemed to rest on 
some of their countenances, as I tried 
to expose their condition under the 
curse of God, their need of a Saviour, 
the gospel remedy, and finally, the 
scenes of the judgment and the part 
which they were to act in it, led me to 
hope that this day was not spent wholly 
in vain. 

12.— Many in the zayat to-day; 
but the son of the principal Sudder 
Ameen was present, and did everything 
to annoy and interrupt me. Were he 
not connected with one of the most 
influential families in the place, I should 
have been disposed to put him out. As 
it is, I think it best to bear with him, 
although he greatly interrupts my work 
when present. When I expostulate 
with him, he replies, “ You are here at- 
tempting to overthrow our religion. If 
Ishould go to America and attempt to 
overthrow yours, would you not be 
annoyed?” Nevegtheless, some listened 
with attention, and I hope some good 
was accomplished. 


LETTER FROM MR. DANFORTH. 


Favorable tokens — The higher classes. 

Gowahati, Oct. 1854.—I said there 
were encouraging features. A great 
deal of truth has been scattered, and the 
prejudices of the people are, in many 
places, giving way. Their attention is 
aroused, and a spirit of inquiry awakened. 
I do not say that this is very general, 
but sufficient to encourage. I have la- 
bored particularly, the past summer, to 
impress some of the higher classes ; and 
I find them less prejudiced than the 
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lower. Many Cacharis have been at 
the station ; and the readiness with which 
some have listened to the truth leads'me 
to think that the providences of God 
call upon us to give them a helping 
hand. 

The Cachari visitors. 

I will mention one instance to show 
the ground of my hope. A company of 
some twelve Cacharis, from a village two 
days’ journey distant, were in Gowahati 
more than a month, and came frequent- 
ly to the bungalow. They were the 
head men of the villages and kept the 
accounts. Hence they could read and 
write, and were, of course, men of influ- 
ence. Before they left, they seemed ful- 
ly convinced of the truth of Christianity 
and ready to embrace it. When about 
to return to their villages, they sent three 
of their number to take their leave of 
me. They asked me to go to their vil- 
lages, promising to do their best to get 
the people to listen. In prayer, they 
repeated after me every sentence. 


A native Christian’s family. 

Apinta, my native assistant, has been 
out daily in the streets, preaching. He 
reads me his journal every week, and, 
as far as I can judge, he seems to be 
faithful. His family is a pattern to all 
the native Christians in the province. 
Not a jar, to my knowledge, has ever 
oceurred there. His house is neat as 
wax-work, they are economical, and, 
what is encouraging, they seem to be 
still improving. 


TAVOY MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. THOMAS. 
Visit to Pyeekhya. 

March 7, 1854.—In the close of my 
journal of March 2nd, I think I inti- 
mated that I was intending to set out on 
a tour to Toungbyouk immediately after 
the Sabbath.* This morning, about the 
time I was to have started, I received a 
large package of letters from Pyeekhya. 


* Vol. xxxiv. No. 10—Oct. 1854, p. 414. 
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Both the pastor and the elders of the 
church were very importunate in their 
requests that I should hasten to Pyee- 
khya at once. We took the subject into 
consideration. The result is that br. 
Allen and myself are this evening in a 
small boat bound to Pyeekhya. 


Karens persecuted by Burmans. 


March 11. Pyeekhya.—TI find here 
no church difficulties, but the members 
of the church are suffering considerably 
from their enemies, Burmans and hea- 
then Karens, with the goungyoke at 
their head; and perhaps all these led 
on by their greatest enemies, Jesuit 
priests. Their trouble meets them in 
the form of law-suits. The slightest 
provocation on the part of the Karens is 
carried by the Burmans before the goung- 
yoke, who decides invariably against 
the Karens. It is not probable that their 
enemies expect to destroy their souls; 
but so to harass them that they will be 
induced to leave their property and flee 
to the mountains. 

It may be asked, why did not the Ka- 
rens lay their complaints before the 
English magistrate? The Karens are 
excessively diflident; so much so, that, 
rather than go before the Assistant Com- 
missioner, they will often take the spoil- 
ing of their goods. Their enemies know 
this to be the case ; hence their audacity. 
And hence, even in a province under a 
preéminently fair English magistrate, the 
Karens are often reminded of their suf- 
ferings under Burman rule. It is well 
we came down. Wicked men are made 
to feel that there is still a connection be- 
tween the Karens of this province and 
the English magistrate; and we trust 
the disciples have been inspired with 
new hopes. 

However, I can but remark, how im- 
portant is the presence of a missionary 
in the city of Mergui. Even a man 
who understood only the Burman lan- 
guage would be of incalculable advan- 
tage to these dozen infant churches in 
the Mergui province. 

March 15.— We returned safely to 
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Tavoy to-day. Our meeting on Sunday 
at Pyeekhya was unusually interesting. 
We met not only the church in that 
place, but also the pastors and some of 
the principal men from five other 
churches. We all joined with the Py- 
eekhya church in again celebrating the 
dying love of Christ. 

I remarked that no new difficulties 
had arisen in the churches. The re- 
verse we found to be true. The only 
member under discipline at Pyeekhya 
had returned; while the only twe who 
were excluded at Palouk had confessed 
their sins with every mark of heart-felt 
repentance. The Pyeekhya pastor with 
two other assistants will make the tour 
of Toungbyouk. 


Mr. Thomas has been designated to the 
new station at Henthada in connection with 
Mr. Crawley (Vol. xxxiv, Jan. 1854, p. 2, 
July, pp. 281, 282). In the following letter 
he describes the arrangements made for the 
care of the churches in Tavoy until the re- 
turn of Mr. Cross. 


Temporary arrangement, 

Tavoy, July 1.—I propose to leave 
the churches in the hands of the native 
pastors and preachers. This I feel the 
more willing to do, as br. Allen is to re- 
main on the spot; who, in cases of emer- 
gency, will be able to advise and assist 
the native pastors. I propose to station 
here in the city, a Karen assistant, Sau 
Taumoo. This man can speak and write 
the Burmese with facility, and will hence 
be able to make any difliculty known to 
br. Allen. He will also be here to receive 
and transmit any Karen letters and 
newspapers to or from these provinces. 
He will be here to preach the gospel to 
heathen Karens, who, in considerable 
numbers, will visit the city on business 
after the rains. He will also, with the 
aid of br. Allen, be able to prepare med- 
icine for the sick. I may add, ‘Taumoo 
is doing remarkably well. There is 
scarcely any other Karen in this prov- 
ince, who has been in the city as much 
as this man; hence he has become well 
acquainted with the manner in which 
missionaries perform their duties. 
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State of the churches— Sau Quala. 


I have recently had letters from all 
parts of these provinces. The churches 
seem to be in an unusually good state. 
Asa general thing, the jungle schools 
are usually prosperous. ‘The assistants 
and pastors are all in good health and 
about their work. 

Sau Quala at Toungoo writes me by 
every mail. He is doing remarkably 
well. Iam happy to say he postpones 
baptizing Karens or Burmans, until he 
has evidence from their conduct, that 
they are regenerated. He seems to be op- 
pressed with a sense of the greatness of 
the work there, and entreats us to pray 
that the Lord of the harvest may raise 
up more laborers. He closes a letter to 
his nephew in this way:—“ So many 
are there here who have not become the 
disciples of Christ. Now, my dear 
nephew, what ought you todo? Read 
the words of Jesus Christ. Think and 
decide for yourself, and do not wait for 
the teacher to tell you.” Again, ina 
letter to the churches, he says: —“ If 
any of the young men in Tavoy or Mer- 
gui wish to come up here to preach the 
gospel, let them come. If they speak to 
the teacher in Tavoy, he will help them. 
But let them examine themselves. Let 
no one come, unless he is strong in God.” 
And in his last to me, he says, “ Dear 
teacher, is there not some one who will 
come up and help us? This harvest 
must be gathered in before it is ruined.” 


Sau Dumu—A Church in the moun- 
tains. 

Sau Dumu, who first interested 
Quala in the heathen of these regions, is 
doing finely. He is not with Quala, nor 
is he near Shwaygyeen. Mr. Harris in 
his last says, —“ Dumu is doing well. 
I set out to go to his place, and, after 
four days’ travel with an elephant, I 
found the mountains so steep and the 
road so difficult, that I stopped and sent 
him to call his friends to come to me. 
He went on, a day anda half distant, and 
brought back a company of twenty. 
Five of these were baptized.” He also 
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adds, “ Others wanted to come, but could 
not.” 

Here then we have something definite 
concerning the middle-aged man who 
came from some place in the north-east- 
ern part of Burmah proper, — of whom 
we have written several times. He has 
returned, bearing the tidings of mercy 
to his countrymen. Yes, and a little 
church has already arisen among his na- 
tive mountains ! 

I am happy to inform you that I have 
already engaged four or five young men 
to accompany me to Henthada. Others 
will go to Quala’s assistance. Let this 
fact be borne in mind, and it will plainly 
appear that the money spent in Karen 
schools in Tavoy has not been in vain. 
There are many young men who have 
some ability to preach still remaining. 
They may yet listen to the calls of God’s 
providence and leave all for Christ. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM DR. DAWSON} 


Preparations for negotiating a treaty 
of peace. 

Rangoon, Nov. 22, 1854.— The Bur- 
mese envoy and suite leave here to-day 
in the steamers “ Zenobia” and “ Enter- 
prise,” for Calcutta, to visit the Govern- 
or General of India. They reached 
Rangoon on the fifth of last month, and, 
pending the exchange of some letters in 
reference to official style of address, 
were not publicly received by the civil 
authorities of the station till last Thurs- 
day. The last communication sent down 
by the court of Ava, after having been 
examined and translated, was considered 
satisfactory ; and it immediately opened 
the way for the removal of all difficul- 
ties occasioned by previous informalities 
in communications addressed to the 
English government. The object of the 
present visit is said to be to promote am- 
ity and good will between the Burmese 
and English. We sincerely trust that 
it may secure that end. 
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Kindly disposition of the monarch. 


From all the accounts that reach us of 
the proceedings of the King towards his 
own people, and of his desire to be on 
terms of friendship with his powerful 
neighbors, he appears to be an exception 
as to forbearance, moderation and kindly 
feeling, in the race of monarchs, who 
have ruled Burmah during the past cen- 
tury. Unlike his predecessors, he seems 
to be utterly destitute of all blood-thirst- 
iness. Since his accession to the throne 
of Alompra, from whom he has descend- 
ed, there has not been a single execution 
at the capital. Even the conspirators 
against his own life, who plotted to de- 
stroy him in order to reinstate his cap- 
tive brother in power, have been spared. 
This circumstance is probably without a 


parallel in the history of Burmah. 


Favorable prospect at Ava. 


Members of the embassy have called 
repeatedly at our house during their 
stay in this city. They all declare that 
there is now not the slightest reason to 
fear molestation at the capital. The 
King is reported to be particularly 
friendly toward foreigners, and always 
gives them a cordial welcome when they 
visit the palace, that is, according to 
Burmese ideas of a cordial welcome, in 
recognition, inquiries and conversation. 

Whether a treaty will be negotiated 
or not between the governments of Ben- 
gal and Ava, remains to be seen. The 
Indian press advocate strongly the free 
navigation of the Irrawadi, throughout its 
whole length, by the citizens of both 
countries. If this measure is carried 
and a commercial agent of the East In- 
dia Company is located at Ummerapoora, 
it will be just as safe to live and labor in 
the upper provinces as in the city of 
Boston. The isolation of Burmah will 
thus be forever removed. 
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Policy of the King. 


The King, moreover, is said to be very 
anxious to own a few steamers; and, as 
he is known to be decidedly opposed to 
war, the inference is that he wishes to 
possess steamers in order to trade with 
them. That he has a tendency to trade 
is proved by the fact that he has already 
sold wheat and grain to the commissari- 
at officer at Prome, to the amount of 
twenty thousand rupees. We hail, 
therefore, these signs of improvement, 
as indications of a glorious futare for 
Burmah; and trust that the day is not 
distant, when the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God shall “ have free course, 
run and be glorified,” among its millions 
of people. ' 
Expected visit tothe capital—The Ava 

Mission. 

Mr. Kincaid, who has come down on a 
short visit to Rangoon and Maulmain 
with a sick son, speaks of his design to 
proceed to Ummerapoora in February 
next. It will be simply a visit of explo- 
ration, and not of removal. If he goes, 
I shall not conceive it my duty to re- 
main behind. But in view of all these 
encouraging circumstances, it is submit- 
ted whether the Executive Committee 
should not take into consideration the 
question of our early removal to the cap- 
ital, and make arrangements according- 
ly. ‘The Ava mission is not dead, but in 
abeyance, till Providence shall open the 
way; and, with Divine light and assist- 
ance, we shall be able to push onward 
and possess the land. New men can 
come on at their leisure to occupy sta- 
tions and posts in the English provinces. 
But it needs those who have some little 
insight into Burman character, manners 
and customs, as seen and felt under their 
own government, to fling themselves 
into this work, or it never, never, never 


will be done. 
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CHINA. 


LETTER FROM DR. MACGOWAN. 
The insurrection and the gospel. 


In the Magazine for Nov., 1854, p. 444, it 
was stuted that two native brethren had been 
gent to Nanking (April 1854) for the purpose 
of publishing the gospel among the Chinese 
insurgents, and obtaining information con- 
cerning their religious character. Doubts 
were expressed whether they would be able 
to pass the lines; but the importance of the 
object proposed was judged sufficient to war- 
rant the attempt. The following letter of 
Dr. Maecgowan relates the proceedings and 
success of that embassy. 


Our last accounts from Nanking tend 
to increase our fears respecting the fa- 
naticism of some of the chiefs of the in- 
surrection and the impotence of others. 
So great is the blasphemy now rampant 
in that city, that many who have been 
most hopeful with respect to the relig- 
ious prospects of the movement, are now 
regarding it with dismay. We, how- 
ever, are still of opinion that if the pa- 
triots succeed in accomplishing their po- 
litical aim, (and of this there is every 
probability,) the cause of truth cannot 
but be promoted by the revolution. The 
sacred scriptures are held in reverence 
and widely disseminated, and they are 
not likely to issue a Koran or a book of 
Mormon, as a new translation; this, 
until the suppression of Buddhism, will 
do much to prepare the people for the 
reception of the gospel. Such indeed is 
the state of the Chinese mind, that it is 
not casy to conceive of any radical change 
which would not be for the better. 

Soon aft? Nanking fell into the 
hands of the insurgents, we made an 
attempt through the native assistant, 
Chiu, to obtain information regarding 
their religious character, but without 
success. Ile returned from his first es- 
say, owing to floods which rendered a 
part of the country impassable ; and 
from a second, in consequence of an 
injury which he experienced from a fall. 
Tn accordance with their own wishes, it 
being still desirable both to seek to com- 
municate instruction to, and to procure 
8 
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information from the self-styled Chris- 
tian conquerors of China, and the two 
brethren, Chiu and Chu, being anxious 
to engage in the perilous enterprise, the 
mission despatched them with copies of 
the New Testament and several other 
books, and with suitable instructions. 
They were also provided with a letter 
ofa general character, stating that they 
were religious teachers, sent to distrib- 
ute Christian books and to explain their 
doctrines at Nanking, should they suc- 
ceed in reaching that city. 

The following extracts from the jour- 
nal of Chiu will complete the narrative 
of our attempts to communicate with the 
religionists of Nanking. 


Journal of the native assistant. 


“April 11, 1854.— We engaged a 
boat to Tszki, in company with a scholar 
named Dsing. On reaching the country 
seat in which he officiated as teacher, 
we stopped, partook of refreshments, and 
distributed books. 

13.—Reached Pehkwain, crossed the 
river and engaged a boat to take us to 
Hangchau. There were nine passen- 
gers with us, to each of whom we gave 
Testaments. In conversation some of 
them said that “ Yu-hwang-tati created 
all things.” A literary man remarked, 
“ Our gods are too numerous, but your 
religion, Sir, by reducing them to one, 
is beyond all reason. Many of the 
gods were merely good men of ancient 
time, and great numbers of them, we 
know nothing about.” 

15.— On arriving at Hangchau we 
took lodgings at the boat-office, and on 
the following morning visited the mili- 
tary quarters, to ascertain the post assign- 
ed to the Ningpo regiment; as we had 
been instructed to visit if possible our 
(Christian) brother Tung, a petty officer 
in the imperial army. We meta rela- 
tive, who gave us the desired informa- 
tion. Our brother’s regiment is station- 
ed near Chingkiang, on the line divid- 
ing the contending armies. We distrib- 
uted some books amongst the military ot 
Hangchau. 


) 
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Strict examinations. 


18.— Hired a boat to take us anda 
friend named Wang to Duchau. At 
both custom-houses we were closely ex- 


* amined, our names, place of residence, 


and destination and other particulars 
were all written in a book, and the cer- 
tificate of the keeper of the house in 
which we lodged was also examined. 
Ata military station only three li (about 
a mile) further on, we were again exam- 
ined. Still another examination was 
made at the distance of a li from the last 
place. Here, owing to my carelessness, 
my letter was discovered, whereupon 
the soldier seized all my money, twelve 
dollars, but seeing an officer at hand, he 
slyly returned eight dollars and the let- 
ter, and sent us on. 

20.—Passed the city of Pingwang, on 


the grand canal, where were batteries of 


eighty guns on each side, guarded by 
five hundred men. In the centre was 
a large grain-junk, bearing a flag with 
the inscription, “ Appointed by the 
governor for the detection of traitors. 
All travellers must be rigidly exam- 
ined.” Our papers were examined, our 
boxes searched, and the usual questions 
asked ; but no notice was taken of the 
pile of books in one corner of the boat. 

21.—Came to Wukwang, where 
there was a detachment of troops and a 
couple of small batteries. In making 
search at this place, the soldiers were 


very rude, and one of them thrust a 


spear into a bale of drugs belonging to 


Mr. Wang. 


22.—Arrived at Fuchau, being five 
days in going four hundred li, local ban- 
ditti being so numerous that boats are not 
allowed to sail by night. We under- 
went a military examination at the Wir 
gate, but avoided the custom-house at the 
Chang gate. At the former was a flag 
with the words, “ By appointment of the 


__ viceroy of the two Kiang for the appre- 
_ hension of traitors. Boats are prohibited 


sailing by night.” After reaching Fu- 
chau, we did not converse with people 
except by asking questions. We re- 


mained there a day and two nights. 
There was a battery on the walls over 
the Chang gate. On every part of the 
walls were tents. On the walls about 
the gates were suspended arms of every 
description. A guard house for military 
officers had been erected near each gate, 
to be on the look-out for robbers; and 
ata little distance from there, were offices 
for the literati and gentry to examine 
persons suspected of traitorous designs. 


Alarm at Fuchau. 

24.—Walked about the city. It was 
quiet. A man was beheaded on the 
parade ground for robbery. We in- 
quired if there was any news from Nan- 
king; but people had nothing to say 
about that city. They told me, how- 
ever, the daily news from Shanghai; 
and, among other things, that about a 
fortnight ago, the imperial soldiers from 
Shanghai created great alarm by sud- 
denly appearing at the gates of Fuchau ; 
but before they could enter, they were 
shut by the Cantonese who kept guard. 
Nobody knew the cause of the fright, 
until a despatch arrived from the com- 
mander at Shanghai, ordering the imme- 
diate return of the fugitives. Mean- 
while, they perpetrated dreadful enor- 
mities on the defenceless villagers in the 
suburbs, robbing houses and commit- 
ting violence on families. Three were 
apprehended ; but they proved to be lo- 
cal robbers. We saw the proclamations 
issued on that occasion by the authori- 
ties. One was to this effect. “ On ac- 
count of an offence confmitted by some 
rascally camp-followers against the west- 
ern barbarians at Shanghai, we tried to 
catch them, pursuing them as far as 
Kantu. Our troops took alarm and 
hastened off to the provincial capital. 
Now the great officers have already 
caught and killed the miscreants, and 
are on good terms with the western bar- 
barians. The soldiers who came here 
were not defeated; you have no occa- 
sion to be anxious about affairs at Shang- 
hai. The insurgents there are enfee- 
bled and will be quickly subdued. 
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There is perfect concord between our 
oflicers and the western barbarians.” 
There were also several proclama- 
tions relating to patrols, the departure of 
boats by night, the detection of strange 
looking people, and the like, and one in- 
tended for the instruction of the military, 
which in substance is as follows: “ Be- 
sides the scamps who follow the army, 
and in the name of the troops perpe- 
trate gross outrages, there are many in 
the army whose conduct is perfectly de- 
testable. Every day I hear complaints 
of robbery and rape by the regular sol- 
diers. As for robbers who have nothing 
to eat, and who have no families, they 
even are thought unfit to live. But 
you, soldiers, who eat taxes, and are pro- 
vided with money, and wives, how can 
you, who are less excusable than rob- 
bers, expect to escape death, if you per- 
sist in such crimes? Are you men? 
Are your hearts at ease? Dare you 
look up to heaven? If your property 
is carried off, and violence done to your 
families, are you incensed or not? I 
exhort you torepentance. If you do not 
give heed to what I say, but continue 
your ways, you shall be put to death fo 
certain.” 
Severer examinations. 
25.—Hired a boat to take us to Hu-sz 
custom-house, thirty li distant. Here 
were fortifications and a large military 
force. The examination here was for 
traitors only. It was very severe. 
Being told that this would be the case, 
we gave away the chief part of our 
books, and” scattered the remainder 
loosely about, under our clothes, and 
under the boards of the boat, and thus 
passed safely on towards the place of 
our present destination, namely the lines 
where brother Tung is posted, near 
Chingkiang. Half an hour after, under- 
went another examination from a station 
of the literati for the detection of traitors. 
26.— At Wusih we were carelessly 
examined. Engaged a boat for Chang- 
chau; but being informed by Mr. Li, a 
Shangtung man, who came to us for in- 
formation about Ningpo, that the mili- 
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tary of that city scrutinized travellers 
with extreme severity, examining even 
the soles of the shoes, and stripping the 
arms, (as by marks of some kind on 
these places, Kwangsi men were recog- 
nizable,) we determined to avoid Chang- 
chau by sailing cireuitously. We stop- 
ped for the night at a custom-house, 
thirty li distant. 

27.— Early in the morning we came 
to the Tingkia bridge. It was closed, 
the officer in charge not having risen. 
We had already passed the military ex- 
aminers of this station, and expected no 
trouble from the literary guards. At 
length, two literary men came out of the 
temple, their guard house, on the margin 
of the canal, and asked, “ Whence are 
you, and whither going?” “ From Fu- 
chau to the lines at Chingkiang.” They 
then sent attendants to examine our 
boxes and books, when everything was 
turned out on the floor. One of them 
cried out “ Hand up one of those large 
books; I wish to see it.” On opening 
the book (a New Testament) he ordered 
us to come ashore with our effects. We 
now saw that we were discovered, and we 
mentally prayed to God to protect. us. 
“ Do you intend to give these books to 
the rebels?” “ That is what we were 
sent to do, if it were found practicable. 
Look at this letter, and you will discover 
our precise object.” 


Suspected of being a traitor. | 

In a moment a crowd of soldiers as- 
sembled, making a great noise about the 
detection of a traitor. No notice was 
taken of brother Chu, whose name hap- 
pily was not in the letter. I was seized 
by three men, one holding my cue, the 
others my arms, and taken into the 
temple of the god of war. Over the 
entrance was the flag of the command-~ 
ing officer, from which I ascertained 
that he was a civilian, formerly the dis- 
trict magistrate of Singan, Shensi, and 
was now entrusted by the viceroy with 
the command of the force stationed at 
Tingkia bridge, named Shin. On 
being brought into his presence, he 
addressed me very angrily, calling me a 


= 
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“traitor. Tsaid;“Sir,Iam notraitor. I 
“belong to a religion which inculcates 
respect for the emperor, and enjoins 
“obedience to magistrates. Iam in the 
wvervice of the foreigners at Ningpo who 
eworship Shangti, (he would not easily 
“have understood the term we usually 
“employ for God,) who, hearing that the 

rebels at Nanking and Chingkiang, are 
“propagating erroneous doctrines about 
oghe worship of Shangti, wished to sup- 
»ply them with books, calculated to make 
ethem better men, as you will perceive 
.an the open document.” 

When I spoke of imparting instruc- 
stion to the rebels, he laughed heartily 
wand said, “* Do you think they will give a 
“moment's attention to any good thing?” 
‘I said that our religion was intended to 
emake all men better. “ So you intended 
“to hold conversation with the rebels ?” 
** T was sent to see if that were practica- 

dle ; but, as the paper states, on arriv- 
ing at the lines, the attempt was not to 
abe made, if communication were wholly 
veut off.” He replied, “ I perceive you are 
*@ scholar. Iam surprised to find one of 
our class disposed to hold any correspond- 
wence with traitors. Were I to send 
' you to the gongman, he would take off 
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soldiers would be clamorous for the 
reward offered bythe viceroy for the 
apprehension of persons consorting 
with traitors, the largest sum which they 
might claim for my capture being fifty 
taels of silver. Now, said he, if you 
can pay that sum, you shall be released. 
I then asked br. Chu to be called in, 
and it was agreed that he should be des- 
patched to Ningpo to procure funds for 
my ransom, an abatement being made 
in the demand. 1 begged Kung to 
request the magistrate not to style mea 
traitor, and also that he would examine 
the books and judge of their character 
and that of our religion for himself. 
Another examination. 

On the next day I was summoned 
before Shin, who had the books spread 
out onatable before him. Observing 
that the scholars present would not sit 
down so long as I was kept standing, he 
permitted me to take a seat. “ Here,” 
said he, “ is a book that is really of some 
use,” holding in his hand a copy of the 
Laws of Storms. “I have called you in to 
explain some of the diagrams.” [This 
the prisoner was well able to perform, 
having had much to do with the compi- 
lation of the little volumes.] He asked 


»your head at once. Observe that pro-' many questions, such as, is there land 


velamation, offering rewards for the cap- 
nture of such as you.” I begged that as 
my design was a good one, and one 
which could not harm the state, and as 
I only came to see if the undertaking 
»were feasible, that he would show mercy 
and permit me to return. He then 
_.said something to the literary men at 
his side, which I did not hear. 
Rlaced in confinement.—A ransom pro- 
posed. 

After the consultation, I was placed 
.in one of the printing dormitories; the 
«servants were about to chain me, when 
_ 1 expostulated, promising not to make 
w@ny attempts to escape. In the mean- 
ufime, Kung, a bachelor of arts, came 
in and said I should not be chained, but 
simply locked in. He informed me that 
« both Shin and the literary men present 


on the other side of the equator? — 
showing that he had not studied geogra- 
phy. He also wanted to know how the 
things mentioned in the book were dis- 
covered. 

After conversing a long time on these 
subjects, he remarked that there was 
some reason in distributing such books, 
that they were fit for scholars to read ! 
I told him that the followers of the 
religion of Jesus held that their sacred 
classics are the best of writings, because 
they came from heaven, and that other 
books might be useful and good, but 
that, being made by human hands, they 
eould not be compared with those. He 
seemed angry at this, and said, “The 
books of Jesus are false, and they are 
hurtful. Ever since the emperor per- 
mitted their introduction, the minds of 


vawere willing torelease me; but that the 


the people have been unsettled. Ever 
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since the English war, people have been 
made to think about that religion. It is 
owing to that religion that the Kwangsi 
rebellion had its rise.” 

I answered, that the religion was 
traly excellent, but that there were two 
classes of men who adhered to it. The 
first included those who wished to be 
good men and to save their souls by it; 
the second comprised those who sought 
by it to promote selfish and wicked ends. 
Ithen quoted the edict of Taukwang, 
which tolerated men of integrity, distin- 
guishing them from impostors. Hence, 
fearing that the men at Nanking and 
Chingkiang are going astray, we would 
be glad to put them right. 


Confucianism and Christianity com- 
pared. 


“Po not talk,” saidhe, “of teaching 
such men ; that is nonsense. How did it 
happen that you, a literary man, and 
versed in the doctrines of Confucius, 
could believe in another doctrine?" “I 
have not discarded the moral teachings 
of Confucius; but his doctrines convey 
no instruction on the state of the soul 
after death. They do not tell how we 
may escape misery and enjoy happiness 
in the world to come. It was owing to 
this omission that emperors have allowed 
the foreign doctrines of Buddha to enter 
China; these, you, sir, know to be false !” 
In this way We conversed three hours, 
when his worship went to dinner. 

Shin frequently sent for me to con- 
verse on geography and astronomy, but 
be did not like to hear anything about 
the doctrine. Once he inquired if for- 
eign steamers did not sometimes go up 
to Nanking to succor the rebels. I an- 
swered all the questions as well as I was 
able. One day, when he seemed 
pleased, I begged he would burn the 
letter I brought, and also that my 
clothing and bedding should be restored 
to me. I heard afterwards that he 
burned the letter: a portion of my 
clothes were given to me, which added 
to my comfort. 
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The prisoner ransomed and released. 

May 16—Brother Chu returned with- 
my ransom money, and I was releasedy 
after paying for my poor fare and: 
making presents to the servants of the» 
temple. The magistrate was a benev- 
olent and reasonable man.” 


We feel that we could not have done. 
less than we did in making an effort to 
place the new (brother Goddard’s) ver- 
sion of the Testament in the hands of 
the insurgent chiefs. To some it may 
appear that the enterprise was an inja- 
dicious one. But, had we not made the: 
attempt while having peculiar facilities. 
for it, we should have felt that we had. 
failed in duty. 

Marriage of Chinese converts. 

Soon after the return of assistant 
Chiu, his eldest son was married to Jane, 
originally a pupil of Mrs. H. Shuck, and: 
subsequently under the instruction ot 
Mr. M. ‘The ceremony was performed 
by brother Goddard in the chureh, 
which was crowded with spectators. A 
majority of the missionaries of Ningpo. 
testified their friendship by being pres 
ent at the feast. The presence ot. 
brethren Knowlton and Lord, with, 
their wives, assured us that the import- 
ance of this mission field is duly appre» 
ciated by the Board. 

The new married couple reside in a 
building attached to the church; and,. 
if faithful to their Christian profession, 
they will exert a happy influence in the: 
neighborhood, where the truth has ak 
ready to some extent taken effect. 


Distribution of the Scriptures. 


The occasion of the examination ot. 
the bachelors of arts of the six cities ot 
this province was embraced by the mis- 
sion for placing in the hands of nearly 
every one of them a copy of the New 
Testament. About fifteen hundred 
were present. By stationing ourselvea: 
at the door of the hall, and being aided. 
by the assistants, church members and 
inquirers, the work was satisfactorily; 
accomplished. At the same time tracte 
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were distributed by the Buddhists and 
Confucianists. The ‘Testaments are 
bound in yellow silk, and in a more 
durable manner than Chinese books 
usually, which ensures their preservation. 

These were distributed at the expense 
of various members of the English 
General Baptist Missionary Society, the 
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It is safe to estimate the number of 
readers of these epitomes of the gospel 
at fifty thousand, if not double that 
number. Although we are not partial 
to the profuse and indiscriminate distri- 
bution of the sacred scriptures in the 
present state of China, yet we would 
employ tracts as their forerunners with- 


out limit. 
The hopeful confectioner. 


What influence these preparatives had 
on the confectioner, we cannot say ; he 
gladly commenced attending all our ser- 
vices, and applied himself diligently to 
the study of the new faith, which he 
continued until the close of the examin- 
ations, when he was obliged to return 
home. He appears sincerely anxious to 
be baptized, and departed with the 
avowed determination to return and 
carry on his business at Ningpo, in 
order to become a disciple. 


On the insalubrity of China. 


Many friends of missions have been 
not a little discouraged by the frequent 
making a few purchases for my little failures of health among missionaries to 
girl, and gathered confirmation of an! China. The comparative insalubrity of 
interesting fact, of which we had heard | the climate has also attracted the atten- 
the rumor only, viz. that the secretary tion of the British government. In a 
of the governor at Hangchau had caused | despatch dated Feb. 11, 1854, the Earl 
two Christian tracts, originally printed ‘of Clarendon says, “The climate of 
at the Presbyterian press at Ningpo, to China, from some cause which has not 
be cut, and five thousand of each to be dis- | been ascertained, but which may proba- 
tributed in that great city, — the most bly be attributed in part to confinement 
literary and the most Buddhistic place in to particular localities, has been found 
the empire. The incident, however, | pny destructive to the persons 
loses some of its interest, when the cir-| [ oumpesing the consular establishments. 
cumstances are explained. There was In the interval of scarcely twelve years 
a panic at the time, occasioned by | since the conclusion of the treaty of 
report that the Kwangsi insurgents | Nanking, there have died two Chinese 
were intent on invading the province | secretaries, four consuls, one vice-con- 
ard sacking the capital. As the belief sul and four assistants; and, with very 
was general that the insurgents were co-_ few exceptions, the members of the 
religionists with the foreigners at Ning- | original establishments who still survive 
po, the authorities caused these accounts have been obliged to return to Europe 
of their doctrines to be made public, /on sick leave; and that more than 
that the people should see that the doc- | once, in some instances, for twelve or 
trines of the foreigners inculcated the | eighteen months, in order to save their 
purest benevolence, and that their) lives. For some months past, eight of 
apprehensions in that respect were| these persons have been necessarily 
groundless. absent from their posts; others are 


Rev. J. G. Pike, of Derby, having for- 
warded the amount of their contribu- 
tions for that object. 


Truth carried into the interior. 


The literary examinations brought to 
the city, as to a fair, a large number of 
traders from different parts of the prov- 
ince. Conversations with these men, 
(who are always intelligent,) and the 
distribution of books among them some- 
times causes glimpses of the truth to 
penetrate far into the interior. 
Christian tracts printed by a heathen 

government. 

Attracted by the ingenious wares of a 
confectioner from the provincial capital, 
I fell into conversation with him, after 
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known to be on their way to England ; 
and scarcely a mail arrives, without ref- 
erence to the precarious and failing 
health of others.” * 

The political movements now taking 
place will doubtless effect a partial im- 
provement, by opening cities northward 
and westward, which will afford facilities 


* No reference is made in the above to the 
sickness and deaths among females attached to 
the consulates. Like female missionaries, these 
ladies have suffered far more than men. 
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for change of climate to invalids, ren- 
dering, in many cases, a return home 
and cessation from labor unnecessary. 
Every society, desiring to aid efficiently 
in the evangelization of China, should 
have several stations selected with refer- 
ence to these considerations. So exten- 
sive is the country, and so diverse its 
climate, that persons possessed of ordin- 
ary stamina, could hardly fail to find a 
tolerably congenial home within its 
borders. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
UNITY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
IN ITS RELATION TO EVANGELICAL 
MISSIONS. 


ESSENTIAL 


The members of the Lord Jesus, by what 
ever name they are called, and by whatever 
minor distinctions they are divided, form one 
church, one family. Hence the essential 
unity of the church is to be sought not in 
outward forms, butin its inward life. Every 
true member of the living Vine is a member 
of the one church, which is Christ's body. 
The bond of union smong them is member- 
ship with Christ. If we are united to him, 
we are one with all his family, because there 
is but one body with which he unites 
himself. 

The differences which exist among Chris- 
tians do not interfere with the doctrine that 
the church is one. A family may be dis- 
persed, or they may be divided in affection: 
but they are stillone family. And so all the 
members of Christ are members of the one 
household of faith. 

Not only the life, but the aim of Christians 
isone. Our language and our exterior may 
be various: but we march under one Captain, 
and aim at the same consummation, the sub- 
jugation of the world to Christ. Hence there 
should be among all Christians that open and 
acknowledged concert, which becomes breth- 
ren engaged, though in different ways, in pro- 
moting one grand design. ‘The missionary 
enterprise muy, perhaps, prove to be the 
instrument which God will employ for cre- 
ating a spirit of love amongst all the brethren, 
hitherto, since the apostolic age, unknown. 
And, in connection with the work of missions, 
every endeavor should be made to cherish a 
spirit of union and codperation among all 
who are engaged in this labor of Christian 
love. 


MISCELLANY. 


The “ Evangelical Christendom” for Jan- 
uary contains “a plea for mutual sympathy 
and practical codperation,”’ by the Rev. J. 
B. Marsden, of Birmingham, which embraces 
many valuable suggestions. The views it 
advocates are sound and scriptural, and 
eminently suited to foster the spirit of mutu- 
al affection among all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We welcome any effort to 
make manifest the essential oneness of the 
Christian church. It will be one of the most 
glorious reflex influences of missions, if they 
shall operate to produce among the servants 
of Christ, of every name and in all lands, the 
harmony which will call forth from an 
admiring world the exclamation, “ Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity.” 


I. Tue am OF ALL EVANGELICAL 
Missrons is essentially the same. 

Why should there not be enlarged mu- 
tual sympathy ? The object in every case 
is the same ; the means in every case, 
though dissimilar perhaps, are not dis- 
cordant ; the agents are members of the 
same mystical body, drawing all their 
powers from one living Head. Does 
not this impose the obligation of mutual 
sympathy ? 

Il. Tuk sYMPATHY OF WHICH WE 
SPEAK ought to be active, constant, and 
diffusive. 1. It must be active. Love 
is a salient principle. It seeks for op- 
portunities ; it delights in exercise. A 
missionary of the right spirit will re- 
joice with no measured, hesitating joy, 
in the success which attends the labors 
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of his brethren of another name. He 
will never grudge the inroads which 
another makes upon Satan’s kingdom. 
The field is the world. There is ample 
scope for all God’s laborers, were 
they increased one hundred fold. 

The spirit we must cherish is that of 
active sympathy. The successes of those 
who differ from us are not barely to be 
recognized ; they are not to be received 
with a cold acknowledgment of their 
truth. They are either the triumphs of 
the gospel, or they area delusion ; and if 
a delusion, then undoubtedly a triumph 
of the devil’s! If we are not pre- 
pared to place them in the latter class, we 
must admit their title to the former. 
They are victories won for Christ ; they 
are His triumphs; and, if His, then 
ours—ours—for we are Christ’s. 

2. Again, this sympathy should be 
constant. We should ever regard with 
the kindliest interest the toilsome, 
though unpretending labors of all who 
work in Christ's vineyard. 

We at home should learn, and we 
should invite our missionaries abroad, 
to extend this sympathy, —these chari- 
table constructions, this determined hop- 
ing against hope,— beyond the narrow 
confines of our own communion. We 
must not have one measure for ourselves 
and another for our brethren. If they 
have made their mistakes, so have we. 
If they need our forbearance, we too 
have been in want of theirs. Let every 
missionary cultivate a gencrous spirit. 
Of all men, he has most occasion for it. 
He is an_ isolated being; he lives 
in his own world; he is surrounded by 
his own converts; he ministers in his 
own church. Of all men, let him 
beware of selfishness — the selfishness of 
the Hebrew prophet —“I only am left 
alone, and the worshippers of Baal are 
many.” Nothing, with the grace of 
God, will more conduce to restrain such 
feelings, than the habit of constant sym- 
pathy with missionaries of other 
churches. 

3. And this sympathy must be diffu- 
sive. It is not difficult to fix upon some 
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one object, or class of objects, and make 
them the subject of our sympathies. 
The peculiar cast of our own minds, or 
the peculiarity of our circumstances, 
will lead us to this extent. But the 
sympathy which the gospel cherishes 
knows no other boundaries than those of 
the church itself—in some respects, 
indeed, reaching far beyond them. 
But we are speaking of sympathy with 
the brethren: this must extend to all the 
brethren, or it fails of its office as a 
Christian principle. “ ALL the saints,” 
“all that are in Christ Jesus” — “ all 
those that call upon the name of Christ, 
their Lord and ours,” — these, according 
to the apostolic precept and example 
are to share our love. 

III. But now we come to our third 
point for consideration, — that oF PRAC- 
TICAL CO-OPERATION in the entire 
work as conducted by the different soci- 
eties. Christian sympathy 1s not an idle 
sentiment ; it prompts us to the work of 
faith and to the labor of love. How 
then, assuming that we possess Chris- 
tian love towards each other, can we 
give practical utterance to our affections? 
In a word, when and how can we co- 
operate ? 

First, then, to begin at home; why 
should we not have an annual confer- 
ence of the friends, the committees and 
officers of all our evangelical mission- 
ary societies? Why should they not 
assemble once a year at least, and under 
the direction of a president, to be cho- 
sen by themselves, proceed calmly to 
deliberate on their position, their pros- 
pects, their difficulties; frankly to avow 
their mistakes, and cordially to encour- 
age each other? The advantages of 
such a meeting, were its members actu- 
ated by a manly and Christian spirit, 
would surely be incalculable. 

As far as the imperfect condition of the 
church allows, we should be what the 
church was once — though not, alas! in 
recent times —when “the multitude of 
them that believed were of onc heart 
and of one soul.” 

It is in vain that we impress upon our 
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missionaries the duty of a catholic spirit 
and of codperation with other churches, 
unless the example be set them at home. 
Nor are the difliculties, I conceive, 
insurmountable. Some years ago a 
“New Model of Protestant Missions” 
was proposed by a writer whose name 
was held in great esteem amongst evan- 
gelical Christians. lis plan was, I 
believe, to sink all our peculiarities, — 
all that distinguishes one section of the 
church from another, —and carry out 
the gospel to the heathen without any 
particular church order or form of gov- 
ernment. I do not revive this idea. 
The plan was impracticable. Yet 
Churchmen and Dissenters have met ere 
this to commend a missionary bishop to 
the grace of God for the work before 
him. Few of those who were present 
will forget the day, though more than 
twenty years have passed since then, 
when the Bishop of Calcutta, before he 
set out for India, was thus commended 
to the tender care of the Great Shep- 
herd, by services in which the venerable 
Clayton and the venerable Simeon each 
took a part, and when prayer and praise 
were offered by brethren of different 
Churches. In this there was the germ 
of a missionary conference such as I 
propose. Something of the kind, Iam 
aware, exists; but I venture to urge 
a more public formal acknowledgment 
of the great duty of united conference 
among the committees of our different 
societies. 

Turning our attention now to the 
state of things abroad, I would suggest, 
that since the circumstances of our 
brethren engaged in the missionary field 
are so various, no precise plan of action 
can be proposed. In some places, as in 
the great cities of our Indian Empire, 
there may be several missionaries of dif- 
ferent denominations living near each 
other. More frequently, the missionary 
is a lonely laborer. He must travel far 
to meet with one who is engaged in the 
same holy calling. Practical coépera- 
tion may be in such cases quite impossi- 
ble. On the whole, then, it is rather in 
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the cultivation of the catholic spirit, than 
by any precise moae of action, tnat our 
friends abroad must exhibit their sympa- 
thy with other portions of the church 
of Christ. Still something may be done 
where distance does not render it im- 
practicable; there might be conferences 
on missionary work, where there should 
be a free exchange of thought as among 
brethren, and members of one family. 
They might communicate their plans, 
explain, as far as they are acquainted 
with them, the causes of their failures, 
and invite their brethren, though of 
other denominations, to share their tri- 
umphs— triumphs which, if worth the 
name, are not those of a sect or a de- 
nomination, but of the whole church of 
the living God. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN GERMANY. 
Sir Culling E. Eardley’s Plea for 
the Baptists. 


At the recent meeting of the German 
Kirchentag, at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, 
(Magazine, Jan. 1855, pp. 25—29,) a 
memorial was offered by the friends of 
liberty in Great Britain on the subject 
of religious persecutions in Germany, in 
which special reference was made to the 
oppressions of the Baptists. ‘The memo- 
rial called forth no action by the Kir- 
chentag; the President, Mr. von Beth- 
mann observing that in his 
opinion nothing further was required, 
since a full expression had been made 
the previous year at Berlin. This eva- 
sion of the subject was not satisfactory 
to the friends of religious liberty, inas- 
much as the expression at that time was 
by no means so full and decisive as the 
President seemed to imply, and besides, 
the persecutions complained of were not 
abated. 

At the request of the Committee for 
the promotion of religious liberty, found- 
ed at Homburg, Dr. Merle d’Aubigné, 
in the course of last year, addressed a 
letter on that subject to Mr. von Beth- 
mann Hollweg. That letter has called 
forth a reply from the President of the 
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Kirchentag, exhibiting his views, and 
showing that he labors under misappre- 
hension as to the facts in the case. 
Possessed as he is of the courteous spir- 
it of the Christian and the gentleman, it 
is still manifest that he has not sufli- 
ciently informed himself of the position 
and the efforts of the Baptists in Ger- 
many. And from his recent letter it is 
very evident on what grounds he de- 
clined a more cordial reception of the 
memorial alluded to, and more prompt 
and definite action in regard to the suf- 
ferings of the oppressed churches. 

Sir Culling E. Eardley, in a reply to 
the letterof Mr. von Bethmann Hollweg, 
dated Jan. 20, with true Christian charity 
enters into an examination of some of 
the principles of the President of the 
Kirchentag, and sets forth the truth in 
matters of fact, which seems to have es- 
caped his knowledge. He pleads espe- 
cially the cause of the German Baptists, 
exhibiting their true position among re- 
formed Christians, and the nature and 
extent of their evangelical labors. 

Mr. von Bethmann Hollweg seems 
inclined to the opinion that the state 
should exercise a guardianship in favor 
of the evangelical church ; and yet, that 
the most happy condition of a people is 
that in which, through the prevalence of 
Christian sentiment and evangelical 
morality, “the civil government can 
resign entirely to the natual re-action of 
free forces the care of repelling deadly 
errors.” The extent of the guardian- 
ship of the civil government is not de- 
fined by him; and it is easy to see that 
it may be pressed to the justification of 
almost any amount of religious persecu- 
tion, according to the spirit of those who 
judge of errors, and who are appointed 
to execute the civil laws. In the lan- 
guage of Sir Culling, Mr. von Beth- 
mann Hollweg, “ would, undoubtedly, 
not give leave to the magistrate to en- 
force the first table of the decalogue ; 
but yet he would invoke Christian blame 
upon those evangelical Christians, who, 
as in Germany, are following the dic- 
tates of their consciences, and, accord- 
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ing to the way which some men call 
heresy, worshipping the God of their 
fathers.” And it is precisely from this 
idea, pushed by men of narrower views 
and possessed, perhaps, of a more limit- 
ed amount of Christian spirit, that all 
the religious persecutions of Germany, 
in later times, have arisen. 

Mr. von Bethmann Hollweg complains 
that the German Baptists “are operat- 
ing in a country where already an evan- 
gelical church exists.” He asks, “ Is it 
just and wise before God—in a word, is 
it in conformity with the Lord's will — 
that the members of one evangelical 
church should establish missions, as if 
they were in a heathen country, in the 
domains of another, whose profession of 
faith on fundamental truths they are 
obliged to approve, and whose zeal in 
vivifying its own members they are 
bound to acknowledge ? ”—-and adds — 
* And yet that is what our dear breth- 
ren of the Baptist confession are doing, 
having come from England and Amer- 
ica.” 

To this Sir Culling replies, that the 
churches of Germany, as is well known, 
have become, to an alarming extent, ra- 
tional in their clergy, and unbelieving 
in their members ; that it is an error to 
confound the church established by law 
with the church as it ought to be —a 
living reality; that it is better for men 
to be living Baptists than dead church- 
men. Ifall the children of God could 
find a home in the Lutheran church, it 
would not be Christian to separate from 
it. But as it is not so, Christian men 
“should rejoice that their countrymen, 
to whom the gospel is not preached in 
the Lutheran church, prefer a reality to 
a name — Christianity toa church.” If 
the argument is sound, it would be fatal 
not only to German Baptists, but also to 
all Dissenters in England, and to all Dis- 
senters, including Episcopalians, in 
Scotland. 

Mr. von Bethmann Hollweg speaks of 
the Baptists as having come from Eng- 
land and America to Germany, which 
Sir Culling points out as a mistake. 
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“There is not a single English or 
American missionary or minister among 
them. They are all native Germans. 
Americans have given them pecuniary 
help, but English people have not even 
done this. All that English people have 
done for the Baptists of Germany, has 
been to express to them their sympathy. 
And this has proceeded in far less pro- 
portion from Baptists, than from those 
who, like Lord Shaftesbury and others, 
including myself, do not concur in their 
peculiar opinions.” 

Mr. von Bethmann Hollweg accuses 
the Baptists of turning away from the 
great church persons who are oad, 
awakened, to unite them into little sec- 
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| Baptists. But this I am told is not, as I 


am sure it ought not to be, the aim of 
the body.” 

The President says that the activity 
of the Baptists does not reach the masses 
of the unbelieving. But the Baptists, 
replies Sir Culling, “ manifest incom- 
parably greater zeal to make known the 
common salvation, than to propagate 
their own views. I am informed that 
since the commencement of the Baptist 
efforts in Germany up to 1853, they 
had put into circulation 400,000 copies 
of the Scriptures, and 6,000,000 tracts, 
not one of which treated of baptism.” 

Sir Culling closes this noble defence 
of the Baptists by expressing his high 


tarian flocks. ‘This the parties accused | respect for the character of Mr. von 
deny. “The rule is,” says Sir Culling, ; Bethmann Hollweg, as a public Chris- 
“that persons have been drawn, not ‘tian man and a statesman. He declares 
from the church, but from the world. his conviction that he is opposed to the 
There may be exceptions, like the two retrograde and illiberal party; and that 
clergymen at or near Elberfeld (Rings- | the problem of true religious liberty will 


dorff and Ribbeck,) who lately became | be best unravelled by time. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST 


MISSIONARY UNION. 


OBITUARY OF REV. JOTHAM MEEKER. 


Rev. Jotham Meeker was born in 
Hamilton Co., O., Nov. 8, 1804. He 
embraced religion in May, 1824, at the 
commencement of a revival of religion 
in Cincinnati, and there he became a 
member of the church. He was by 
trade a printer, but made several unsuc- 
cessful efforts to secure the advantages 
ofa liberal education. Through a con- 
versation with a missionary to the In- 
dians, in the summer of 1825, he was led 
to devote himself to the service of 
Christ among the heathen. And, in the 
following year he was at the station for- 
merly called Carey, in the territory of 
Michigan. Here he was authorized to ex- 
ercise his talents as a minister of the gos- 
pel,in August, 1827, by the Potawatomie 


Baptist mission church. He removed, 
shortly afterwards, to Thomas, a station 
among the Ottawas, which was an off- 
shoot from the station at Carey, and 
where, at first, the prospect of usefulness 
was very flattering. Subsequently, he 
was among the Creeks, west of the Mis- 
sissippi, and the Ojibwas, at Sault Ste. 
Marie, learning the language and teach- 
ing. 

In October, 1833, many of the Otta- 
was from Michigan having removed 
west of the Mississippi, Mr. Meeker 
joinel them. A press was set up, and 
the work of printing in the Indian lan- 
guages commenced. In less than six 
months, nine books had been printed, in 
four different dialects, comprising 81,000 
pages. As the Ottawas gradually 
settled on the lands assigned them by 


124 


the United States, forty miles distant 
from Shawanoe, Mr. Meeker visited 
them; and, being earnestly solicited to 
settle among them, in June, 1837, he re- 
moved his residence and became their 
missionary. 

The settlers had now increased to 
eight hundred, and he found suflicient 
employment in preaching and printing 
the New Testament and religious tracts 
in Ottawa. A school was opened in 
the summer of 1838, numbering twenty- 
six scholars. About the same time, 
Mr. Meeker received ordination to the 
work of the ministry. The Indians gave 
encouraging attention to the word 
preached, and soon, the gospel became 
to them “the power of God unto salva- 
tion.” Several renounced their super- 
stitions, and a few were baptized. In 
ten years from the commencement of 
the station, sixty-one persons had put 
on Christ by an open profession,—about 
an equal number belonging to each sex. 
With self-denying zeal and unwearied 
diligence the laborer wrought in the 
field spread before him, “the Lord 
working with him, and confirming the 
word with signs following.” Nearly 
every year, from the commencement of 
the mission in 1837, has witnessed some 
fruit from the seed sown. And while 
the native tribes have been gradually 
wasted from the carth in the advance- 
ment of civilization and cupidity, many 
have been transmitted to heaven, to 
swell the anthem of the redeemed, “ out 
of every kindred and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation.” 

Mr. Meeker was preéminently a 
good man. As a missionary, he was 
faithful to the demands of his great work 
and to the Master who called him to en- 
gage init. For nearly thirty years, he 
has pursued his self-denying toils, patient 
under privation, meek in the face of 
opposition, persevering, firm, and even 
cheerful under hardships and trials, and 
hopeful under discouragement. “ In- 
stant in season, and out of season,” he 
not only preached the gospel publicly 
and from house to house, but also print- 
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ed parts of the Bible, hymn-books, and 
elementary works in ten or twelve In- 
dian dialects. He was very familiar 
with the Ottawa language, and employ- 
ed it uniformly in his preaching and in 
his intercourse with the natives. 

The fruits of his labors were to be 
seen, not only in the church gathered by 
his efforts from this barbarous and pa- 
gan people, but also in the civilization 
of the nation, in the wholesome laws 
which they have adopted, and in the 
general improvement of the tribe. 
During his ministry among them, Mr. 
Meeker baptized one hundred and 
twenty-two of the natives, many of 
whom have departed before their pastor, 
giving satisfactory evidence that they 
have died in the Lord. 

Mr. Meeker’s health has been declin- 
ing more than ten years. But with 
strong confidence and a “hope, full of 
immortality,” he has looked forward un- 
dismayed to his removal from the scene 
of his labors. As “the outward man 
perished, the inward man was renewed, 
day by day.” On the 11th of January, 
after a sickness of nine days, he passed 
through “the gate of everlasting joy.” 
A few words in the Ottawa language, a 
fervent prayer, the clasping of the hands, 
and a sweet smile overspreading the 
face, Were to him “ the last of earth ;” 
and, doubtless, the Master's “ Well 
done,” was the beginning of heaven. 

Ile is interred in the native cemetery, 
where rest the bodies of many, convert- 
ed through his instrumentality, and 
whose spirits, like his, have entered into 
the “ rest that remains for the people of 
God.” A widow and three daughters 
survive, to mourn their irrreparable loss, 
and to learn submission to Him who in 
faithfulness has afflicted them. 


REV. JUDSON BENJAMIN. 


We have the painful duty of record- 
ing the death of this esteemed brother, 
and thus enlarging the list of our depart- 
ed laborers. Though less known than 
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many who had been longer in the field 
and “in labors more abundant,” yet 
he was worthy of a memorial, such as 
those who knew him well can honestly 
place upon permanent record. 

He was born, Feb. 2, 1819, at Rod- 
man, Jefferson Co., N. Y. Soon after, 
his father, Rev. Isaac Benjamin, removed 
with his family to the state of Indiana, 
where he labored as a domestic mission- 
ary. Of Judson’s early life, we have 
no special information. He never 
allowed himself to fix the date of his 
conversion. The work of grace in his 
heart was gradual, extending over a 
considerable period. 
nineteen, he was baptized by Rev. A. 
R. Hinckley, at Franklin, Johnson Co., 
Ind. At the same place, after some 
preparatory studies, he commence | 
reading Jaw; but soon, from a_ plain 
conviction of duty, changed his purpose, 
and resumed his classical course with a 
view to the work of the ministry. A 


part of that course was at Shurtleff 


College, in Illinois; the remainder at 
Brown University, where he graduated 
in 1846. The next two years, he stud- 
ied at the Newton Theological Institu- 
tion. From the period of his conversion, 
he had been deeply interested in the 
work of Foreign Missions, and, in 1845, 
while in College, he decided to give 
himself to the service. During his sec- 
ond year at Newton, he received an 
appointinent from the Executive Com- 
mittee, as a missionary to the heathen, 
and soon after was married to Miss 
Susan R. Stone, of the Baldwin Place 
Church, Boston. Oct. 13, 1848, he was 
publicly ordained at Providence, and on 
the 21st, in company with other mission- 
aries, sailed for the distant East. His 
residence in Tavoy and Mergui, south- 
ern provinces of Burmah, was nearly 
six years, during which period, he 
labored, as impaired health would per- 
mit, among the Karens, Burmans, and 
Selongs. He left the mission in accord- 
ance with the advice of medical men, 
and with the approval of the Deputa- 
tion, for the preservation of his life ; 
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but with the hore that he might be 
permitted to return and resume the 
work which he loved. Since his arrival 
he has resided in Boston, occasionally 
performing-some public service. Anx- 
ious to be useful, he was forming plans 
for an excursion to the regions west of 
the Mississippi, when he was attacked 
by acute pulmonary disease that baffled 
‘all medical skill, and brought his life to 
a sudden termination. He died on 
Tuesday, Feb. 20. On Friday, after 
religious services, his body was borne to 
the Woodlawn Cemetery in Malden. 
On the Sabbath following, a funeral 
discourse was preached by a member of 
the Executive Committee, from which 
the facts in this article are derived. 

During his few days of illness, Mr. B. 
was only occasionally rational ; but from 
his utterances in the lucid intervals, it 
was apparent that his mind was trustful 
and peaceful. The name of the Saviour 
was often upon his lips, and many ex- 
pressions indicated that his ruling pas- 
sion —a desire for the glory of Christ in 
the salvation of men— was strong in 
prospect of death. 

Ile was regarded by all who knew 
him as a sincere, consistent Christian. 
Ile was distinguished for great deadness 
to the world, and the culture of emin- 
ent spirituality. Tis life and labors 
were illustrative of his favorite idea— 
Christ liveth in me. lis piety was deep, 
still, and remarkably uniform, with very 
little perceptible elevation or depression. 
Ile was peculiarly unselfish; his benev- 
olence was large; he lived not for him- 
self. His religion included more than is 
usual of the element of humanity. He 
sympathized with the ignorant, the 
oppressed, the miserable, and loved to 
sacrifice for their relief. He regarded 
himself as a member of the human 
brotherhood, and it was his great con- 
cern to fulfil, in every department, the 
duties growing out of that relation. 
Now he rests from his labors, and his 
works do follow him. He has left an 
untarnished reputation ; his friends can 
cherish his memory with satisfaction. 
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Letters from Missionaries. — Donations. [April, 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The forty-first annual meeting of the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union will be held in the meeting-house of the First Baptist Church, 
Chicago, Ill., on Tuesday, May 15, 1855, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Sewac 8. Currine, Ree. See’y. 


New York, March 15, 1855. 


The American Baptist Missionary Union will hold its ensuing annual meeting 
in the meeting-house of the First Baptist Church, Chicago, IIL, on Thursday, 

: May 17, 1855, at 10 o'clock, A.M. The annual sermon will be preached by the 
Rev. Edward Lathrop, D. D., of New York, or by the Rey. D. Newton Sheldon, 
DD. D., of Maine, his alternate. 


Witiiam H. Suaimer, Rec. Sec'y. 


Portland, Me., March 15, 1855. 


LETTERS &C. FROM MISSIONARIES. } Hongkong. 


Arracan. J. W. Jounson, Oct. 26, Dec. 8. 
Cc. C. Moone, Noy. 13, Dec. 9. Ningpo. 
Bassein. Misston, Oct. 7.— D. J. MAccowan, Oct. 10 


Mrs. G . 2. 
Nov. 18. —J.8. Oct. | Ost. 


Il. L. Van Mrrer, Dee. 2(2), 14. Mrs. V., Dee. | France. 
1. 
E. WILLARD, Dee. 30, Jan. 3, 4,5—8, 24, 
wen | Deo. 9, Jan. 8, 4, 5—8, 2 
M. H. Brxpy, Oct. 20, Dec. 5—J. M. | 


Oct. 18.—T. 8. Ranney, Oct. 20, 30, Nov. 8. 9, | 
13, Dec. 5, (2).—Pus. Com., Dec. 6.—KAREN | A, N. Arnoip,Sept. & Jan. 10, Feb. 6.—R 
Miss., Nov. 18.—C. Nov.15.—S. H. Burr, Jan. 2, 6, Feb. 6; Mrs. B., Feb. 7. 
Knapp, Noy. 17.—J. Wavr, Oct. 29.—D. 
WuiltakeEnr, Noy. 20. Germany. 
Tavoy. J. G.Oncnen, Jan. 26, Feb. 7.—G. W. Len- 
T. ALLEN, Sept. 18, Oct. 5. | MANN, Oct. 25 — Nov. 29, Jan. 16. 


Rangoon. 
Mission, Oct. 1, 23, (2), Nov. 21.—L._ Iy- 
GALLS, Oct. 20, 23, Dec. 8; Mrs. 1., Oct. 22.— 
J. DAWSON, Nov. 22, Dee.’8.—J. H. Vinton, 


Cherokees. 
L. DowntnG, Jan. 3. 


Oct. 23, Nov. 16,21, Dec. 6.—D. L. Brayton, —— 
Oct. 2, 28. 
Shwaygyeen. DONATIONS. 


Hanam, Nov. 3,6. RECEIVED IN Feprvany, 1855. 


Prome. Maine. 
E. Krnca1p, Nov., Dec. 7. China, ch. 9; Kennebunk Port, 
Village ch. 36; Wells Depot, 
Henthada. Rey. John M. Wedgwood 15; —60.00 
Penobscot Asso., J. C. White, tr., 
B. C. Tuomas, Oct. 14, 21 — 24, Nov. 11, 27. 14.87: Dixmont, Harriet ©. 
Howe 8; Rev. David Steward 
86; Bangor, ch. 738.27; 
Mission, Nov. 18. —N. Oct. 24; Mrs.| Hampden, Ist ch. 1; "100.00 
B., Oct. 31.— Mrs. WuiTtnG, Noy. 21.—Mr. | Lincoln Asso., Friendship, ch. 1: 


i Bronson, Oct. 31, Nov. 23.— I. J. Sropparp Cushing, friends 62 cts.: War- 
4 Oct., Nov. 2, 20.— A. H. DANFORTH, Oct. 26, ren, oh 100; Camden, Ist ch. 
(8). Ist ch. 73.57; 2d 
ch. 20; with other donas, to cons. 
Teloogoos. Mrs. Mary Thomas L.M..per 
WETT, N Rey. H. C. Estes, agent. 196. 
L. » Mov. 7 (2). Kennebec Asso., Mt. Vernen, Dua- 
ins 10 cts,; per Rev. H.C. E. 
Mission, Oct. 3,—W. agent, 
24, 28, 29, Oct. 8, Nov. 27, —J. H. Cuanpier, | Oxford Asso., Rumford and Mil- 
Sept. 13, Oct. 2.—S.J. Smira, Oct. 6, Nov. 25.— ton, ch. Mrs. Mary A Bullock, 
Miss H. H. Morse, Nov. 25.—R. TELFORD, per Rey. H. C. E., agent, . 
Sept. 19, Oct. 19, Nov. 25. | — 48.95 


126 

quae 

! 

| 

| 


1855.] 


New Hampshire. 


Coos, Elisha A. Baldwin 2; East 
Northwood, John L. Crockett 
10; New Hampton, ch., Rev. 
Vhinehas Richardson 75 cts.; 
Miss Hannah Plummer 2.50; 
Miss Elgina May, aged three 
years, 3 cts. ; 


Vermont. 


Newfane, Rev. Phineas Howe 10; 
Mrs. Howe 10; Derby, a few 
friends 10; 

flinesburg, 5; Ludlow, Rev. N. 
Cudworth, to sup. a child in 
Nowgong Orph. Sch. 10; Plain- 
field, Mis Ethe Allen 2; North 
Bennington, ch. 42; per Rev. J. 
Alden, agent, 


Massachusetts. 


“ A friend of missions” 5; a friend 
3; Boston, Charles st. ch., to 
cons Annie L. Cushing L. M., 
by her sister 100; Harvard st. ch. 
100.10; South eh., Young Ladies 
Miss. Soe , Miss K. Monks tr., 
to sup. a Karen girl in’ Mrs. 
Wade's sch. 12; Washington st. 
S.Seh.10; West Cambridge, ch. 
45.54; mon. con, 9 82; Brookline, 
ch., mon. con 48.08; Manches- 
ter, ch. 3; Charlestown, Ist ch., 
Boardman Miss. Soc., W. 8. 
mands tr., to cons. Rev. Henry 
F. Lane L. M. 100; 8S. Sch., to 
sup. achildin Nowgong Orph. 
Sch. 25; Worcester, Isaac 
Davis, to cons. Sarah M. and 
Anna EF. Davis L. M. 200; Salis- 
bury and Amesbury, ch., 8. Sch, 
tosup. Sarah I’. Byram under 
the care of Mrs. Johnson, Hong- 
kong, 80; Beverly, Ist ch. 98 76; 
Juvenile Miss. Soc. 625; Rox- 
bury, Tremont ch., R. W. Ames 
tr. 6833; Newton Centre, Ist ch. 
W485; Danversport, ch. 35; 
West Boylston, ch. 35.50; mon. 
con. 20; Taunton Green, ch, 100; 
Chelsea, ch., 8. Bryant, tr., and 
soc. 106; mon. con. 30.73; Cam- 
bridge, 2d ch., Enos Reed tr., in 
full to cons. Ilenry S. Hills L. 
M. 6; Townsend, ch. 11; Middle- 
boro’, central ch. J. W. P. Jenks 
tr., mon. con. 73 53; 1 

Cambridgeport, ch. 15: Worces- 
ter, Pleasant st. ch., mon con. 
10; West Harwich, ch. 16.60; 
per Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 

Springtield, Ist ch., per Rev. J. 
Alden, agent, 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chapman 
tr., Providence, Ist ch. 100; mon. 
con. 67.75; Female Miss. Asso., 
Mrs. 8. N. Bolles tr., 195 06; New- 

rt, central ch., 8. Seh., John 
8. Langley 2d, tr., being the 4th 
annual payment towards sup- 
porting a child named Henry 
Jackson in the Nowgong Orph. 
Sch., 25; 

Providence, Friendship st. ch. 
13.50; Valley Falls, ch., afriend 
85 cts.; Westerly, Ist ch., mon. 
con. 53.14; Ladies, to sup. a Ka- 
ren 50: tocons. Clark 
D. Miner L. M., per J. Aldrich, 
agent, 


Connecticut. 
Litchfield co., a friend 2: Jewett 


387.81 


Donations. 


City, B. A. Smith 1; Suffield, 
Literary Institute, Lesbian and 
Miss. Soc., Marietta Atkins sec., 
to sup. Lavinia M. Parker in 
Maulmain Normal sch., 10; 


Groton Bank, ch. 2.30; Dea. W. A. 


Weaver 10; Mire. W. A. Wea- 
ver 25; with other donas. to 
cons. Mrs. Ann Weaver L. M.; 
New London, Ist ch., Peter C. 
Turner and wife, 35; Water- 
ford, Ist ch. 27.25; 2d ch. 25.59; 
Montville, Union ch. 6.76; per 
Rev. J. Alden, agent, 


New York. 


Camden, William D. Wightman 
30; Masonville, ch., mon. con. 
5.75; South Ostelic, Rev. H. Tur- 
ner 3; Mrs. A. Turner 1; New 
Woodstock, Mary VP. Fiske 8; 
Kast Pembroke, Benjamin War- 
ren 1; Otis Gould 2; Vhidelia 
Denison 1; 

Wayne Asso., J. MeCarn, tr., Ar- 
cadia, ch. 32.35; Walworth, 2d. 
ch. 6; Dea. N. Verry 10; 

Black River Asso., Watertown, ch. 
33.69; Lafargeville, ch. 8; per 
Rev. H. A. Smith, agent, 

Cayuga Asso., Auburn, ch. 67.71; 
Cato, ch. 2; Seipio, ch. 40; Nel- 
son Paine 2; Weeds Port, ch. 29; 
Thankful Sears 5; Betsey Paine 
2; Sennett, ch. 34.13; Venice, 
ch. 6; coll. at Asso. 16.51; per 
Rev. H. A. S., agent, 

Oneida Asso., Annsville, ch. 15; 
Utica, Broad st. ch, to cons. 
David Reed L. M. 10370; 
Whitesboro’, ch. 58.31; S. Seh, 
for Nowgong Orph. Sch., 17; 
Cassville, ch. 55.60; Rome, Court 
st ch. 8; Trenton, Ist ch. 5; 
Steuben, ch. 7; Utica, Bleecker 
st. ch. 75; Rev. W. A. Wells 3; 
Rev. ©. Hartshorn 2; to cons. 
John Lohnas and M. M. Jones 


L. M., per Rey. H. A. S., agent, 349.61 


Onondaga Asso., Manlius, ch., per 
Rev. i. A. S., agent, 

Oswego Asso., 7.54; Palermo, ch. 
15.65; Rev. J. Randall 25 ets; 
Albion, ch. 3.75; friends of mis- 
sions 50 ets; Colosse, ch. 8.75; 
West Oswego, ch. 9; Master 
Koger Butterfield 10 ets; Miss 
Sarah Buttertield 25 ets; M. M. 
Clark 5; Oswego, Ist ch. 14; 
Hannibal, ch. Mrs. M. 
kins 5; per Rev. H. A. 8, 
agent, 

St. Lawrence Asso., Fort Coving- 
ton, ch. 27; Parishville, eh. 13, 
with other donas. to cons. Lorin 
M. Whitman, Isaac Bacon, 
James A. Baker and Mrs Bar- 
sheba Clark L. M., per Rey. H. 
A. agent, 

New York Asso., John Bell 5; 
Henry Volk, with other donas. 
to cons. Mrs. Eve Margaretta 
Volk L. M. 50; Mariners’ ch. 2; 
Olive Branch ch. 65; Norfolk st. 
ch. 100; Sixteenth st. ch. 47; 
Bloomingdale, ch 68.50; tocons. 
Rey. Edwin Clay L. M., per 
Rey. O. Dodge, agent, 3387. 

Hudson River South Asso., New 
York city, North ch. 33; South 
ch. 19.39; Union ch. 20; Cannon 
st. ch. 30; West 23d st. ch. 109; 
Sixth st. ch. 34.75; Yorkville, 
ch. 30; Bushwick Avenue ch. 
29.45; Brooklyn, Pierrepont st. 
ch. 728.29; Williamsburgh, 2d 


ch. 12; per Rey. O. D., agent, 1045.88 


204.35 
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Saratoga Asso, Amsterdam, ch., 
with other donas. to cons. Mrs. 
Mary E. Kenney L. M. 50; 
James Kasson 25; per Rev. O. 
D., agent, 

Franklin Asso., Oneonta, ch., per 
Rev. O. D., agent, 

Oswego, D. Harmon, per Rev. O. 
D.. agent, 

Niagara Asso.. B. Van Horn tr., 
Newlane, lst ch., 


New Jersey. 
State Convention, P. P. Runyon 
tr., New Jersey Marlton, 
ch. 26; Ceutral New Jersey 
Asso.. Chenyville, ch. 23; East 
New Jdeisey Asso., Jersey City, 
ch. 40.81; Juvenile Miss. Soc., 
for pupils in Toungoo under 
careot Mrs. Mason, 50; Keyport, 
ch. 15.10; Port Monmouth, ch. 
Rev. W. V. Wilson 15; Shrews- 
burv, ch. 13.63; Holmdel, ch. 
3.73; per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
agent, 247.27 


Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia Asso., Philadelphia, 
Broad st. ch., for German chap- 
els §2; Kensington, 12th ch. 22; 
$8. Sch. 22; Infant Sch. 12; 
Southwark, 2d ch. 38.48; 4th ch. 
$1; Sth ch., Young People’s Miss. 
Soec., to sup. John Dowling in 
Nowgong Orph. Sch., 25; 10th 
ch., W. Jewell. M. D., for Ger- 
man chape!+, 20; Roxborough, 
eh., Fem. Miss Soe. 88; Balli- 
gomingy, ch. 3: Upland, ch. 
17.78; Rev. M. Osgood, 
agent, 331.26 
Abington Asso.. Abington, Ist ch. 
14.50; West Abington, ch. 4; per 
S. M. O.. agent, 18.50 
Monongahela Asso., Mt. Pleasant, 
ch., per Rey. S. M. O., agent, 
Northumberland Asso., Lewis- 
burg. ch., * 8S. Sch., N. Wor- 
den, supt.. for sup. of Isaac G. 
Laushe in Buimsh and in part 
for L. M.” 82.56; Dansville, 
Welsh ch.. W. Lawrence 10; 
or Rev. S. M. O., agent., 92 
Wyoming Asso., Jolin R. Moore a 


tr.. 

Pittsburgh, Union ch., Youth's 
Miss. Soc.. to sup. two Karen 
children vamed Delia L. and 
Thomas C. Teasdale, 


Ohio. 
Cleveland, 1st ch. 70.59; Beulah, 
For. Miss. Soc. 4; Cincinnati, 
9th st. ch. 34.61; Dayton Ist ch. 
3; Juv. Miss. Soc. 1.50; Newton 
Falis, S. I’. Soule 5; Piqua, 8. 
Sch., to sup. Klisha H. Hamlin 
in Nowgong Orph. Sch., 138; 
Ohio Asso., 15.62; Ironton, ch. 
11.50; Hale's Creek, ch. 5.20; 
Ridge. ch. 1; Vainsville, Mrs. M. 
A. William: and children 1; 
Cheviot, 8. Sch. of Bethel ch. 
10.50; per Rev. J. Stevens, 
agent, 181.43 
Reed, ch. 1.95; Attica. ch.2.35; Le- 
banon, East ch., William Adams 
tr., 55; Meeea. ch. 12.15; Lam- 
bert Twitche)! 12 cts; Miss Keith 
1; Dea. and Mrs. Hewins3; Mrs. 
Bemis: 25 ets; Middlefield, ch. 
2.80; Dea. Stowell 5; Dea. Hew- 
ins 5; Warren, Mr. Griswold 5; 938.32 


Indiana. 


274.76 


Indianapo is, ch. 


Donations. [April, 1855. 


Illinois. 


Alton, Ist ch., R. Flagg tr., 50; 
Eminence, A. O. Merriam 
10; Shiloh, Rev. J. M. Peck 2; 
Vekatonic, ch. 5. 52; Howard, 
Rey. William Gates 5; Susan, 
Mary Elizabeth and Thomas 
Judson Gates 1; Ridotts, chil- 
dren of the dis rict seh. 50 ets; 74.02 

Chicago Asso., Plato, ch., per Rey. 
J. D. Cole, agent, 

Delavan, ch., per Rev. O. Dodge, 


agent, 
— 8602 


Wisconsin. 


Linn, ch. 14; Lowell, Rey. S. Dear- 
born 50 cts; 


Iowa. 


State Convention, per Rev. J. D. 
Cole, agent, 40 
Davenport Asso., 11; Davenport, 
2d ch. 3); Dubuque, ch. 12; Ma- 
coquita, ch. 14.50; ch. 
12.59; Le Claire, ch. 15; Caman- 
che. ch. 2.80; Muscatine, eh. 
14.23; mon. con. 4.60; lowa 
Citv, Dr, Metealf i; ver Rev. 
J.D. C.. agent, 21.68 
Des Moines Asso., Burlington, ch. 
39; Danville. ch. mon. con. 5; 
Farmington, ch. 2; Keokuk, ch. 
10; per Rev. J. D. C., agent. 56.00 
Marion, ch., per Rev. O. Dodge, 
agent, 
Ca-cade, ch., M. A. Clark tr.. 10; 
Danville, ch., Henry A. Ritner 
tr., 15; 25.00 


Kentucky. 


Lexington, (anonymous letter,) per 
Rev. J. Stevens, agent, 


District of Columbia. 


Washington, Ist colored ch., per 
Kev. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 


Oregon. 


Oregon City, Mrs. R. T. Hill 6; 
Rev. George C. Chandler 5; Mrs. 
George C. Chandler 5; Edward 
kK. Chandler 50 ects; Julia HM. 
Chandler 50; 


In Forcign Countries. 


China, Ningpo, Miss. ch., mon. 
con. 24; Rev. 1.3. Roberts 21.03; 
Rev. J. G. Vike 146.68; 191.69 

French mission, Paris, ch, 3.46; 
do. for new chapel 6.27; De- 
nain, ch. 7.60; Lefevre’s field 
8.8; Lepoids’ ficld 32.04; 

Maulmain Karen Mission, contri- 
butions of echhs.” per Rev. D. 
Whitaker, 8.69; donas. per Rey. 
C. Hibbard 5: 


Legacies. 
Sedgwick, Me., Richard Allen, per 
D. Morgan, Jr., 
Saitem, Ms., William 8S. Ward, per 
Mrs. itannah Ward, 100,00 
—— 120.00 


Total from Apr. 1, °S4, to Feb. 28, °55, $53,080.96 


Donations in Clothing and Goods. 


Philadelphia, Pa., David Jayne, 
M.D. ard Son, one box medi- 
ciue, for Rey. L. Ingalls, 91.00 
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